BULLYING IN CANADA
Robbie Frenette
It remains to be one of the biggest problems in schools across Canada, the issue of School Bullying. My name is Robbie Frenette and I am from Bathurst, New Brunswick a small community in Northern New Brunswick. I am 16 years old and I am a victim of bullying. I am doing something most victims don't do, that is coming forward about the issue.

The issue of bullying remains to be a major issue in today's society, and a lot of people don't like to talk about the issue. They just think it will go away, but you know what? That is not true; it will not disappear over night. Bulling does not only exist in schools in exist any where people are. If you don't think that girls don't bully that is not true, you may remember the infamous case of Rena Virk, who was viciously beaten and then drowned in BC.

James Mallory, a reporter from my local newspaper The Northern Light did an article called "It gets hard after a while", and in this article the views of bullying were expressed from the victim and from School Officials. In this article, my school principal was quoted as saying "There's a fear of retaliation of reprisal if you tell I call it kind of like a culture that maintains this type of behaviour because nobody wants to be called a rat. To me, that's just a ploy by he people who perpetuate these types of behaviours to enable their behaviour to continue" She said that it's hard to get a witness to come forward. I can agree with her on this - I have been some witnesses see different situations of bullying and not say a single thing to the School Officials.

You may have herd of the By-Law that The City of Moncton, NB is looking at putting in place. I have also contacted my local City Council to put such a by-law in effect here in my home town. Many students think "If I come forward, I just am going to make the situation a lot worse" and that I think is the key reason that students remain quite about the issue. A lot of teachers don't like to say that there is a problem about it because they think it will make them look bad. In my eyes I think that if someone admits there is a problem and bullies are included in this, I think that would be the first step to eliminate the problem all together.

A lot of people in my community have said to me way to go, keep up the good work and things like that but you know what? That makes me feel good for what I am going, and it has even has went as far as a local business has put up a sign saying "Way to go on your Anti -Bullying Campaign". That does not get parents to come forward and say "My child is being bullied - I want to get him / her help or even my child is a bully - I want to get him / her help for this.

I have not see one parent come forward, or send a letter to the editor about what I have done - it makes it look like no one even appreciates what I have been doing let me tell you - it's a lot of hard work and dedication.

If you are a victim of bullying or a bully and you would like to see things change in your city I would suggest you write a letter to Editor of your local paper expressing your views
