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TITLE  An empirical comparison of methods of sampling aggression and victimization in school settings. 

ABSTRACT  (from the journal abstract) Methods of identifying aggressive/bullying and victimized youngsters in a middle school sample were compared. First, the authors compared teachers' and research associates' ratings of students' aggression and found that the 2 measures were significantly correlated. Second, direct observations of youngsters' aggression and victimization were compared with indirect, diary measures kept by youngsters of the same behaviors. The measures were not interrelated, but the diary measures were related to the peer and self-report measures, whereas the direct observations were related to peer and teacher measures. Third, the authors compared the ability of different peer and self-report measures to identify youngsters at different levels of aggression and victimization severity. All measures were associated, even at low levels of severity. Results are discussed in terms of different instruments that provide information on public and private behavior. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2002 APA, all rights reserved) 

AUTHOR  Pellegrini, A. D.; Bartini, Maria 

AFFILIATION  Pellegrini, A. D.: U Minnesota, Dept of Educational Psychology, Minneapolis, MN, US 

SOURCE  Journal of Educational Psychology. 2000 Jun Vol 92(2) 360-366 

---------------

Accession Number

Journal Article: 2003-03159-003.

Author

Brandibas, G; Jeunier, B; Favard, A. M.

Title

Harassing behavior at school: Early descriptive elements from a study of 10-12-year-old school children. [French].

Original Title

Conduites de harcelement a l'ecole: Premiers elements descriptifs d'une etude menee aupres de collegiens en classe de sixieme et cinquieme.

Source

Journal de Therapie Comportementale et Cognitive. Vol 12(3) 2002, 103-108. 

Masson, France

Abstract

Daily school life is frequently made of violences, often minor, but largely distributed in press or TV. Despite this reality, the present study explores, in pupils in class of sixth and fifth, a more specific concept in this field of research, the bullying. It reduces behaviors of violence to these of psychological and physical harassment against victims. Often ignored, these behaviors are little studied while they have very important psychopathological consequences. The primary results of this research allow us to put in obviousness the utilization of this comportemental register by young schoolgirls and schoolboys. Furthermore, they allow to put guards some actors of the educative system, like parents, on the necessity of prevention for these conducts. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2003 APA, all rights reserved)

-------------------

Accession Number

Journal Article: 2003-03371-006.

Author

Smith, Peter K; Ananiadou, Katerina.

Title

The nature of school bullying and the effectiveness of school-based interventions. 

Source

Journal of Applied Psychoanalytic Studies. Vol 5(2) Apr 2003, 189-209. 

Kluwer Academic, US

Abstract

School bullying has become a topic of public concern and considerable research in various countries around the world in the last two decades. We summarise characteristics such as types and causes of school bullying, based on findings from various studies. We further review a variety of large-scale, school-based intervention programmes, implemented in different countries and school settings, that have been systematically evaluated. These programmes have varied substantially in their effectiveness in reducing levels of bullying at schools. Reasons for these mixed outcomes are discussed, together with suggestions for improving the effectiveness of future interventions. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2003 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)

--------------------

Accession Number

Journal Article: 2003-01920-006.

Author

Teraesahjo, Timo; Salmivalli, Christina.

Title

"She is not actually bullied'. The discourse of harrassment in student groups. 

Source

Aggressive Behavior. Vol 29(2) 2003, 134-154. 

Wiley-Liss, US

Abstract

Bullying is a considerable problem in schools. It has various negative effects on the children involved. The purpose of this qualitative study was to explore how children themselves interpret and construct bullying. Three elementary school classes with a high number of victim nominations were chosen among the 48 classes taking part in a larger study. 74 pupils (aged 10-12 yrs) from selected classes were interviewed in small groups. The interviews were tape-recorded, transcribed and analyzed using the discourse analytical methodology described by J. Potter and M. Wetherell (1987). Various recurrently used systems of terms (e.g., interpretative repertoires) were found. The results suggest that bullying can be construed as unproblematic and justified among children. For example, the 'interpretative repertoire of underestimation' constructs bullying as a game or some other harmless action, the 'odd student repertoire' describes the victim as a negatively deviant student who cannot behave as he/she should and the 'interpretative repertoire of deserving' constructs meaningful reasons for hostility towards the victim. These and other interpretative repertoires are described and discussed. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2003 APA, all rights reserved)

-------------------------

Accession Number

Journal Article: 2003-01920-004.

Author

Camodeca, Marina; Goossens, Frits A; Schuengel, Carlo; Terwogt, Mark Meerum.

Title

Links between social informative processing in middle childhood and involvement in bullying. 

Source

Aggressive Behavior. Vol 29(2) 2003, 116-127. 

Wiley-Liss, US

Abstract

Investigated the way in which bullies, victims, bully/victims, and those not involved process social information. A peer nomination measure of bullying and victimization was administered twice over an interval of one year. The sample consisted of 236 (126 girls and 110 boys) children at the beginning of the study (T1) and 242 children one year later (T2) (mean age: 8 years). To test how children responded when provoked, both spontaneously and after prompting, we used provocation scenarios, and to test their attributional interpretations we used ambiguous scenarios. The results showed that children not involved in bullying responded in an assertive way to provocation more often than bullies and victims, but not more than bully/victims. In general, aggressive answers diminished after prompting and irrelevant answers increased. Appealing for the help of an adult or a peer was the strategy most often chosen. When the intent of the perpetrator was ambiguous, bully/ victims attributed more blame, were angrier, and would retaliate more than those not involved. Partly similar results were obtained when stably involved children were compared with those unstably involved. Suggestions for intervention are presented. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2003 APA, all rights reserved)
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Accession Number

Journal Article: 2003-02480-007.

Author

Nabuzoka, Dabie.

Title

Teacher ratings and peer nominations of bullying and other behaviour of children with and without learning difficulties. 

Source

Educational Psychology. Vol 23(3) Jun 2003, 307-321. 

Taylor & Francis/Carfax Publishing, United Kingdom

Abstract

Teacher ratings were obtained of bullying and other behavior of 121 children (aged 8-12 yrs), including 20 children with learning difficulties (LD). Peer nominations were also obtained for 55 of these (15 LD and 40 non-LD). Correlations between teacher ratings and peer nominations were significant for non-LD children but not for children with LD. Teachers and peers scored children with LD higher on victim and shy behavior and non-LD children higher on leadership and cooperative behaviors. Bullying others was positively related to being disruptive and starting fights by both teachers and peers, and negatively related to being cooperative by teachers. Peers significantly associated being a victim of bullying with shy and help seeking behaviors, while teachers associated victims with fighting, being disruptive and being less cooperative. These differences were related to the children's LD status. Implications for substituting one measure for another when assessing children at risk for adjustment problems, especially children with LD, are discussed. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2003 APA, all rights reserved)

---------------------

Accession Number

Authored Book: 2003-02308-000.

Author

Ross, Dorothea M.

Title

Childhood bullying, teasing, and violence: What school personnel, other professionals, and parents can do (2nd ed.). 

Source

Alexandria, VA, US: American Counseling Association. (2003). xi, 393pp.

Abstract

(from the cover) The author provides a comprehensive look at the problem of bullying by presenting the most current national and international research on the topic, detailed techniques for counseling bullies and their victims, and realistic strategies for involving parents and school personnel in preventing and discouraging the problem. Developmental theory, as it relates to aggressors and victims, and the factors that foster bullying behavior are examined, as are the devastating effects of this behavior on the children involved. Additionally, this timely resource includes a thorough discussion of childhood violence and offers specific school programs designed to combat violence and harassment. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2003 APA, all rights reserved)
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Accession Number

Journal Article: 2003-01768-017.

Author

Espelage, Dorothy L; Holt, Melissa K; Henkel, Rachael R.

Title

Examination of peer-group contextual effects on aggression during early adolescence. 

Source

Child Development. Vol 74(1) Jan-Feb 2003, 205-220. 

Blackwell Publishers, US

Abstract

Peer group contextual effects of aggressive behavior among 422 middle school students (6th-8th graders) were examined using a short-term longitudinal design. More specifically, the homophily hypothesis that peer group membership influences individual-level bullying and fighting was evaluated with multilevel sex-specific models of individual- and peer-level aggression scores. Peer groups were identified via social network analysis. Intraclass correlation coefficients yielded through hierarchical linear modeling demonstrated substantial within-group similarity on self-reported bullying and fighting, suggesting that students affiliate with individuals who bully and fight at the same frequency. Peer group bullying and fighting was associated with individual-level behavior, even after controlling individual baseline levels for males and females. However, peer contextual effects explained more variance in individual bullying than individual fighting. This differential impact of peer group membership suggests that future studies consider peer relations across subtypes of aggression. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2003 APA, all rights reserved)
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Accession Number

Journal Article: 2003-01596-001.

Author

Vessey, Judith A; Duffy, Mary; O'Sullivan, Patricia; Swanson, Margo.

Title

Assessing teasing in school-age youth. 

Source

Issues in Comprehensive Pediatric Nursing. Vol 26(1) Jan-Mar 2003, 1-11. 

Taylor & Francis, United Kingdom

Abstract

Teasing, a common childhood behavior and a frequent precursor to bullying, is known to affect children's developmental outcomes. Despite its ubiquity, no psychometrically valid instrument exists that directly assesses teasing in children. This study reports the development and validity of the Physical Appearance Related Teasing Scale-Revised (PARTS-R), a 14-item scale. The PARTS-R was evaluated using a sample of 89 Arkansas students (7-14 yrs). Psychometric analysis involved item analysis, principal components analysis (PCA) with varimax rotation, and internal consistency reliability. Three factors--Forms of Harassment, Appearance-Related Teasing, and Physical-Related Teasing--were identified and accounted for 57% of the variance, confirming the conceptual intent of the instrument. Cronbach's alphas for the factors were .83, .74, and .70, respectively. Adequate stability also was demonstrated. Implications for further validation work are identified. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2003 APA, all rights reserved)
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Accession Number

Journal Article: 2003-01496-004.

Author

Unnever, James D; Cornell, Dewey G.

Title

Bullying, self-control, and ADHD. 

Source

Journal of Interpersonal Violence. Vol 18(2) Feb 2003, 129-147. 

Sage Publications, US

Abstract

Investigated the influence of low self-control and Attention-Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD) on bullying and bully victimization in a sample of 1,315 middle school students using a school survey. Students who reported taking medication for ADHD were at increased risk for bullying as well as victimization by bullies. The correlation between ADHD status and bullying could be explained by low self-control, a construct theorized by M. R. Gottfredson and T. Hirschi (1991) to be the most important determinant of criminality. In contrast, the correlation between ADHD status and bullying victimization was independent of self-control. Subsequent analyses found that self-control influenced bullying victimization through interactions with student gender and measures of physical size and strength. These findings identify low self-control and ADHD as potential risk factors for bullying and victimization and have implications for research on self-control in young adolescents. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2003 APA, all rights reserved)

-------------------------

Accession Number

Journal Article: 2003-04511-005.

Author

Hara, Hideki.

Title

Justifications for bullying among Japanese schoolchildren. 

Source

Asian Journal of Social Psychology. Vol 5(3) Dec 2002, 197-204. 

Blackwell Publishers, England

Abstract

Investigated the justifications for bullying as a function of the various roles that children assume in bullying. 54 boys and 46 girls (aged 12-14 yrs) participated. Contrary to expectations, most children judged bullying to be right or at least permitted regardless of their role in the episode. However, children with different types of involvement in bullying showed different justification strategies. In particular, bullies were more likely to blame the victims than were children assuming other roles. Gender differences were found in the justifications provided. Boys were more likely to blame the victims, whereas girls were more likely to engage in denial of injury. These results support the notion that justifications for bullying function to sustain bullying. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2003 APA, all rights reserved)
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Accession Number

Journal Article: 2003-04590-001.

Author

Knox, Emma; Conti-Ramsden, Gina.

Title

Bullying risks of 11-year-old children with specific language impairment (SLI): Does school placement matter? 

Source

International Journal of Language & Communication Disorders. Vol 38(1) Jan 2003, 1 - 12. 

Taylor & Francis, United Kingdom

Abstract

In addressing an issue rarely explored in research literature, the prevalence and severity of the risk of being bullied at school was measured in 100 children (aged 11-yrs) with specific language impairment (SLI). Participants attended a range of different educational placement types and these were compared for bullying risk. Furthermore, the risk encountered by children with SLI was compared with that of normally developing age-matched peers. Each participant completed a questionnaire and it was found that 36% of participants with SLI considered themselves at risk of being bullied in school compared with only 12% of the normally developing cohort. No statistically significant difference was found between the risk experienced by participants with SLI attending mainstream education and that by participants attending special education placements. Possible explanations for the results are offered and the relevance of the findings in the context of optimizing the educational experience of children with SLI is highlighted. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2003 APA, all rights reserved)
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Accession Number

Journal Article: 2003-04503-002.

Author

Menesini, Ersilia; Codecasa, Elena; Benelli, Beatrice; Cowie, Helen.

Title

Enhancing children's responsibility to take action against bullying: Evluation of a befriending intervention in Italian middle schools. 

Source

Aggressive Behavior. Vol 29(1) 2003, 10-14. 

Wiley-Liss, US

Abstract

Reports on the evaluation of a peer support model implemented in 2 middle schools as an anti-bullying intervention. The aims of the intervention were (1) to reduce bullying episodes through developing in bullies an awareness of their own and others' behavior, (2) to enhance children's capacity to offer support to the victims of bullying, (3) to enhance responsibility and involvement on the part of bystanders, (4) to improve the quality of interpersonal relationships in the class group, and (5) to analyze possible age and gender differences related to the effect of intervention. 293 students (157 boys and 136 girls; aged 11-14 yrs) participated in this study. Before and after the intervention, 2 measures were administered in the experimental and control classes: (1) a questionnaire on the participants' roles in bully/victim relationships, and (2) a questionnaire on attitudes toward bullying. A befriending intervention had a positive effect. The findings that related to the pro-bullying roles and to the role of outsiders are particularly relevant since these roles remained stable or decreased only in the experimental group. The opposite trend was registered for children's pro-victim attitude. The intervention seemed to prevent the escalation of negative behaviors and attitudes. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2003 APA, all rights reserved)
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Accession Number

Chapter: 2003-04408-028.

Author

Rigby, Ken.

Title

Chapter 

Bullying in childhood. 

Source

Smith, Peter K. (Ed); Hart, Craig H. (Ed). (2002). Blackwell handbook of childhood social development. Blackwell handbooks of developmental psychology. (pp. 549-568). Malden, MA, US: Blackwell Publishers. xv, 665pp.

Abstract

(from the create) This chapter discusses the phenomena of bullying in relation to childhood social development. It examines methods of investigation, bullying in later childhood, perpetrators of bullying, reactions to being bullied, and reported reasons for bullying. The chapter concludes with an interesting analysis of gender and social class effects. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2003 APA, all rights reserved)
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Accession Number

Journal Article: 2003-01048-019.

Author

Juvonen, Jaana (Ed); Graham, Sandra (Ed).

Title

Peer harassment in school: The plight of the vulnerable and victimized. 

Source

Journal of Developmental & Behavioral Pediatrics. Vol 23(6) Dec 2002, 456-457. 

Lippincott Williams & Wilkins, US

Abstract

Review of book, Jaana Juvonen and Sandra Graham (Eds.), Peer Harassment in School: The Plight of the Vulnerable and Victimized. New York, New York: Guilford Press, 2001, 440 pp. Reviewed by: Nathan J. Blum. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2003 APA, all rights reserved)
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Accession Number

Journal Article: 2002-17608-019.

Author

Chen, Shiping; Yue, Guoan.

Title

A survey of bully behavior in the school campus. [Chinese].

Source

Psychological Science (China). Vol 25(3) May 2002, 355-356. 

Editorial Board of Psychological Science, China

Abstract

Studied bullying behavior in elementary, middle, and high schools. The study surveyed 3,332 school students (aged 7-18 yrs) (1,591 males and 1,741 females) (1,185 elementary school students and 2,147 middle and high school students) in Tianjin in April, 1999. The survey used an adapted and revised Chinese version of the Bully Behavior Questionnaire (Peter Smith and D. Olweus, 1990) including 4 dimensions: friends, being bullied, bullying, and attitudes. The percentage analysis and an analysis of variance were used in data analysis. 20.3% elementary school students, 11.8% middle school students, and 4.0% high school students reported being bullied; 5.0% elementary school students, 4.3% middle school students, and 2.7% high school students reported bullying. The frequency of bullying behavior in students from key schools was significantly lower than that in the students from regular schools; the number of bullying incidents in girls was lower than in boys; the boys used physical bullying and the girls used verbal bullying. The bullied students were most apt to tell their friend, but not their parents and teachers and a third of the students that observed some type of bullying reported that they didn't care and didn't report the incidents. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2003 APA, all rights reserved)
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Accession Number

Journal Article: 2002-11657-002.

Author

Fosse, Gunilla Klensmeden; Holen, Are.

Title

Childhood environment of adult psychiatric outpatients in Norway having been bullied in school. 

Source

Child Abuse & Neglect. Vol 26(2) Feb 2002, 129-137. 

Elsevier Science, US

Abstract

The goal of this study was to contrast the childhood environment of adult psychiatric outpatients reporting to have been bullied at school with those who were not. 160 consecutive adult outpatients from a psychiatric clinic in Norway completed self-administered questionnaires about their psychosocial environment during childhood and adolescence. The frequency of being bullied was measured with an inventory used in schools. Also, the Parental Bonding Instrument (PBI) and the Childhood Trauma Questionnaire (CTQ) were used. Men who were bullied in childhood tended to grow up without biological fathers. Women who were bullied scored significantly lower on Father Care on the PBI and significantly higher on Emotional Neglect, Emotional and Physical Abuse and Physical Neglect on CTQ than those who weren't. The findings suggest that to be bullied in school years is associated with characteristic psychosocial features in the environment of early childhood and adolescence. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2003 APA, all rights reserved)
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Accession Number

Journal Article: 2002-06940-004.

Author

Hazler, Richard J; Denham, Sharon A.

Title

Social isolation of youth at risk: Conceptualizations and practical implications. 

Source

Journal of Counseling & Development. Vol 80(4) Fal 2002, 403-409. 

American Counseling Assn, US

Abstract

A literature review led to a conceptualization of social isolation as a major factor in determining how youth are increasingly put at risk for both immediate and lifelong difficulties. Three common and particularly troubling at-risk situations that counselors face are specifically examined to better understand the origins and implications affecting assessment and interventions: abuse by peers in the form of bullying and harassment, abuse and neglect of youth by adults, and suicide as a form of self-abuse. The authors present practical implications for how school and mental health counselors can apply this information in practice. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2003 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Accession Number

Journal Article: 2002-11241-003.

Author

Rahey, Leila; Craig, Wendy M.

Title

Evaluation of an ecological program to reduce bullying in schools. 

Source

Canadian Journal of Counselling. Vol 36(4) Oct 2002, 281-296. 

Canadian Guidance & Counselling Assn, Canada

Abstract

Recently researchers have made efforts to reduce the incidence of bullying in the schools using a systemic or Whole School Approach. Reports on the efficacy of antibullying programs have produced variable, but promising, results. The present study examined the short-term outcome of an antibullying program by comparing children (grades 1-8) attending a school involved in the program to children attending a school not receiving the program. Results indicated that bullying did not decrease four months after the antibullying program was introduced. There were, however, improvements reported in the level of victimization, peer isolation, and perceptions of school safety in older children (grades 3-8). Contradictory findings were found for younger children (grades 1 and 2). Implications and limitations of the study are discussed from a systemic perspective. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2003 APA, all rights reserved)
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Accession Number

Journal Article: 2002-11163-008.

Author

Hunter, Simon C; Boyle, James M. E.

Title

Perceptions of control in the victims of school bullying: The importance of early intervention. 

Source

Educational Research. Vol 44(3) Dec 2002, 323-336. 

Taylor & Francis/Routledge, United Kingdom

Abstract

Examines the perceptions of control in the victims of bullying, and how these are influenced by such variables as gender and the severity, persistence, and type of bullying experienced. A self-report questionnaire examining coping responses and perceptions of control regarding the bullying situation was administered to 348 children aged 9-11 yrs. Girls felt less in control of frequent bullying than infrequent bullying, a trend not evident in boys. In addition, a significantly higher proportion of the male victims of bullying felt more in control than female victims. Finally, victims of short-term bullying were significantly more likely to feel in control than were victims of longer-term bullying. The complex relationship between gender, perceptions of control, and the persistence and frequency of bullying has implications for early intervention and for professionals working with the victims of bullying. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2003 APA, all rights reserved)
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Accession Number

Journal Article: 2002-11163-006.

Author

Roland, Erling; Galloway, David.

Title

Classroom influences on bullying. 

Source

Educational Research. Vol 44(3) Dec 2002, 299-312. 

Taylor & Francis/Routledge, United Kingdom

Abstract

The relationship between estimates of teachers' management of the class, the social structure of the class and bullying others was investigated by questionnaires answered by 2,002 pupils and 99 teachers in Norwegian primary schools. Path analysis demonstrated that the social structure of the class had a direct impact on bullying behaviour. Classroom management had a direct impact on the prevalence of bullying other children, and an indirect impact on this variable via the social structure. The joint impact of management and social structure on bullying others was substantia. Class-level estimates of family conditions of the pupils were included in the analyses. Implications for preventing bullying by general management of the class are discussed. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2003 APA, all rights reserved)
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Accession Number

Journal Article: 2002-11163-003.

Author

Salmivalli, Christina.

Title

Is there an age decline in victimization by peers at school? 

Source

Educational Research. Vol 44(3) Dec 2002, 269-277. 

Taylor & Francis/Routledge, United Kingdom

Abstract

In the literature on school bullying, it is often stated that there is an age decline in the frequency of students victimized by their peers. The empirical studies showing this downward trend are typically based on self-report data. The aim of the present study was to examine the grade-level differences in frequencies of victims bullied at school in cross-sectional data gathered from students themselves, their peers, and teachers. The participants were 600 female and 620 male elementary school students aged 9-12 yrs. The often-reported age-related decrease in self-reported victimization was found but it was not confirmed by either peer or teacher reports. What actually decreased as a function of age was the frequency of self-identified victims, i.e. students who themselves reported victimization but who did not have the reputational status of being victims among their peers. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2003 APA, all rights reserved)
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Accession Number

Journal Article: 2002-08514-014.

Author

Rigby, Ken.

Title

New perspectives on bullying: Book review. 

Source

Journal of Adolescence. Vol 25(6) Dec 2002, 692-693. 

Academic Press, United Kingdom

Abstract

Review of book: New Perspectives on Bullying, Ken Reigby. Jessica Kingsley Publishers, 2002, 320 pp. Reviewed by Jane L. Ireland. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2003 APA, all rights reserved)
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Accession Number

Journal Article: 2002-18031-004.

Author

Ma, Xin.

Title

Bullying and being bullied: To what extent are bullies also victims? 

Source

American Educational Research Journal. Vol 38(2) Sum 2001, 351-370. 

American Educational Research Assn, US

Abstract

Examined the student and school characteristics that contribute to the bully-victim cycle. 6,883 6th grade and 6,868 8th grade students were examined concerning: (1) gender; (2) socioeconomic status; (3) number of parents; (4) number of siblings; (5) affective conditions; (6) physical conditions; and (7) whether they were bullies or victims. Schools were assessed regarding factors that directly or indirectly affect schooling outcomes. Results show that the relationship of bully to victim was reciprocal. At the student level, gender, affective condition, and physical condition contributed to the victim-bully cycle in both examined grades. The number of siblings contributed to the cycle of bullying in 8th grade. Gender, affective condition, and the number of siblings affected the status of bullies more than victims, whereas physical condition exerted more of an effect on victims. School size and discipline climate contributed to the victim-bully cycle in both grades. Parental involvement contributed to the cycle of bullying in 6th grade, whereas academic pressure contributed to the cycle of bullying in 8th grade. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2002 APA, all rights reserved)
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Accession Number

Journal Article: 2002-08079-016.

Author

Striegel-Moore, Ruth H; Dohm, Faith-Anne; Pike, Kathleen M; Wilfley, Denise E; Fairburn, Christopher G.

Title

Abuse, bullying, and discrimination as risk factors for binge eating disorder. 

Source

American Journal of Psychiatry. Vol 159(11) Nov 2002, 1902-1907. 

American Psychiatric Assn, US

Abstract

Examined whether sexual and physical abuse, bullying by peers, and ethnicity-based discrimination are associated with an increased risk for developing binge eating disorder in black women and in white women and whether any increase in risk is specific for the development of binge eating disorder. A community sample of 162 women with binge eating disorder and 251 healthy and 107 psychiatric comparison Ss ( mean age 30.1 yrs) was interviewed for exposure to the risk factors under investigation. White subjects with binge eating disorder reported significantly higher rates of sexual abuse, physical abuse, bullying by peers, and discrimination than healthy comparison subjects. Only rates of discrimination were significantly higher in white women with binge eating disorder than in matched psychiatric comparison subjects. In black women with binge eating disorder, rates of sexual abuse, physical abuse, and bullying by peers-but not discrimination-were significantly higher than in healthy comparison women. Rates of sexual abuse were significantly higher in black women with binge eating disorder than in psychiatric comparison subjects. The authors found both ethnic similarities and differences in the risk for binge eating disorder. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2002 APA, all rights reserved)

-----------------

Accession Number

Journal Article: 2002-06420-015.

Author

Garbarino, J; DeLara, E.

Title

High schools can be "toxic". 

Source

American Journal of Orthopsychiatry. Vol 72(3) Jul 2002, 456-459. 

American Psychological Assn/Educational Publishing Foundation, US

Abstract

Reviews the book And Words Can Hurt Forever. How to Protect Adolescents From Bullying, Harassment, and Emotional Violence, by J. Garbarino and E. DeLara, New York: Free Press, 2002. 256 pp. ISBN 0-7432-2898-7. Reviewed by Alice Sterling Honig. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2002 APA, all rights reserved)
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Accession Number

Journal Article: 2002-04204-008.

Author

Wenxin, Zhang.

Title

Prevalence and major characteristics of bullying/victimization among primary and junior middle school students. [Chinese].

Source

Acta Psychologica Sinica. Vol 34(4) Jul 2002, 387-394. 

Science Press, China

Abstract

Examined the prevalence and major characteristics of school bullying by elementary and middle school students. 9,205 primary and junior middle school students residing in either urban or rural areas completed a modified version of Olweus Bullying/Victimization Questionnaire. Results show that subjects (Ss) reported serious bullying problems in both primary and junior middle schools, with 19% of Ss involved in bullying problems. The ratio of victims-to-bullies decreased with age, but the number of bullies remained relatively stable across the junior middle school years. Direct verbal bullying was the most common type of bullying behavior reported by all Ss. Gender affected the incidence of bullying others and being bullied, attitudes towards bullying, and the types of bullying behavior endured. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2002 APA, all rights reserved)
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Accession Number

Journal Article: 2002-14086-001.

Author

Pain, Jacques.

Title

The question of the role of the school as an institution in the prevention of violence. [French].

Original Title

La question et la place de l'ecole dans la prevention de la violence: Vers une clinique institutionelle.

Source

Pratiques Psychologiques. No 2 2001, 3-12. 

L'Esprit du Temps, France

Abstract

Discusses a clinical approach to the role of schools in preventing violence. Statistics on school violence are examined. The need for more multidisciplinary research on bullying and violence at school is emphasized. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2002 APA, all rights reserved)
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Accession Number

Journal Article: 2002-18035-003.

Author

Pellegrini, A. D; Bartini, Maria.

Title

A longitudinal study of bullying, victimization, and peer affiliation during the transition from primary school to middle school. 

Source

American Educational Research Journal. Vol 37(3) Fal 2000, 699-725. 

American Educational Research Assn, US

Abstract

Examined changes in bullying, victimization, and aggressive victimization as well as changes in peer affiliation among children during the transition from elementary to middle school. In a longitudinal study, 138 5th grade students completed questionnaires at baseline and over the course of 2 yrs concerning popularity, friendship, social networks, social isolation, direct and indirect exposure to victimization, and negative attitudes toward bullying. Additional collected data included teachers' temperament assessments of their students. Results show that negative attitudes toward bullying and reports of isolation were significantly greater at the end of 5th grade than at any point in 6th grade. Self-reported victimization decreased from the end of 5th grade to the start of 6th grade. Subjects' casual peer contacts initially decreased from primary grades to the beginning of middle school, but recovered by the end of 6th grade. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2002 APA, all rights reserved)
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Accession Number

Journal Article: 2002-04930-003.

Author

Guerin, Suzanne; Hennessy, Eilis.

Title

Pupils' definitions of bullying. 

Source

European Journal of Psychology of Education. Vol 17(3) Sep 2002, 249-262. 

Instituto Superior de Psicologia Aplicada, Portugal

Abstract

Although there has been a growing interest in research on bullying in the last decade the majority of studies have used definitions of bullying and victimization derived from researchers' perceptions of the problem. The present study examined pupils' definitions of bullying in school. The participants were 166 pupils in the top 2 yrs in 5 primary schools in Ireland (2 in urban areas and 3 in rural areas). There were 89 male and 77 female participants, with a modal age of 12 yrs (all subjects aged 10-13 yrs). An interview was designed to elicit pupils' perceptions of the defining characteristics of bullying behavior including (1) the behaviors described as bullying, (2) the importance of repetition, (3) the importance of intention, (4) the effect on the victim, (5) the role of provocation and (6) imbalance of power. The results suggest that repetition, intention, and a lack of provocation may not be central to pupils' definitions of bullying. These results indicate some differences between pupils and researchers on what constitutes the most important defining characteristics of bullying. This suggests that approaches to bullying intervention programmes may need to be reconsidered in light of these findings. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2002 APA, all rights reserved)
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Analise Psicologica. Vol 18(4) Oct-Dec 2000, 523-537. 

Instituto Superior de Psicologia Aplicada, Portugal

Abstract

Studied the differences between young bullies and their victims in schools in Portugal. A representative national sample of 6,903 males and females in Grades 6, 8, and 10 was administered a questionnaire on behavior and health in school-age children and adolescents. The results confirm data from other studies concerning (1) the characteristics of bullies vs victims and (2) the causes of bullying behaviors and victimization. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2002 APA, all rights reserved)
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Journal of Child Psychology & Psychiatry & Allied Disciplines. Vol 43(7) Oct 2002, 939-947. 

Blackwell Publishers, United Kingdom

Abstract

Notes that prior research has indicated that children who stutter (CWSs) are more likely to be bullied and to hold a lower social position than their peers who do not stutter. However, changes in educational policy and the increased awareness of bullying in school since the publication of this research may indicate that attitudes towards CWSs have changed. This study examined whether CWSs differ from fluent peers on social status and social behavior. A sociometric scale was used to assess 16 CWSs in classroom groups with fluent peers (403 children in total; aged 8 yrs 3 mo-14 yrs 9 mo), using a peer nomination procedure to examine peer relationships. Results show that CWSs were rejected significantly more often than were their peers and were significantly less likely to be popular. When compared to children who do not stutter, the CWSs were less likely to be nominated as 'leaders' and were more likely to be nominated to the 'bullied' and 'seeks help' categories. It is concluded that the changes in integration policy and the implementation of anti-bullying policies in many schools appear to have made little impact on the social status of CWSs. The incidence of bullying and rejection reported in this study has implications for schools and clinicians. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2002 APA, all rights reserved)
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Implementation of an empirically based drug and violence prevention and intervention program in public school settings. 

Source

Journal of Clinical Child Psychology. Vol 30(2) May 2001, 221-232. 

Lawrence Erlbaum, US

Abstract

Describes the implementation of a collaborative preventive intervention project (Healthy Schools) designed to reduce levels of bullying and related antisocial behaviors in children attending two urban middle schools serving primarily African American students. These schools have high rates of juvenile violence, as reflected by suspensions and expulsions for behavioral problems. Using a quasi-experimental design, empirically based drug and violence prevention programs, Bullying Prevention and Project ALERT, are being implemented at each middle school. In addition, an intensive evidence-based intervention, multisystemic therapy, is being used to target students at high risk of expulsion and court referral. Hence, the proposed project integrates both universal approaches to prevention and a model that focuses on indicated cases. Targeted outcomes, by which the effectiveness of this comprehensive school-based program will be measured, are reduced youth violence, reduced drug use, and improved psychosocial functioning of participating youth. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2002 APA, all rights reserved)
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Parental maltreatment and emotion dysregulation as risk factors for bullying and victimization in middle childhood. 
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Journal of Clinical Child Psychology. Vol 30(3) Aug 2001, 349-363. 

Lawrence Erlbaum, US

Abstract

Examined whether children who were maltreated by caregivers were more likely to bully others and to be at risk for victimization by peers. An additional focus was to investigate emotion's role in bullying and victimization among children at risk. Ss were 169 maltreated and 98 nonmaltreated boys and girls (aged 8-12 yrs) attending a summer day camp for inner-city children. As predicted, maltreated children were more likely than nonmaltreated children to bully other children. Bullying was especially prevalent among abused children who experienced maltreating acts of commission (physical or sexual abuse). Maltreatment also placed children at risk for victimization by peers. Gender did not moderate these findings, in that maltreated boys and girls appeared to be at similar risk for bullying and victimization. As expected, both bullies and victims evidenced problems with emotion regulation. Furthermore, logistic regression analyses suggested that emotion dysregulation made a unique contribution toward differentiating bullies and victims from children who did not evidence bully-victim problems. In addition, maltreatment's effects on children's risk for bullying and victimization were mediated by emotion dysregulation. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2002 APA, all rights reserved)
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Relationship of the family environment to children's involvement in bully/victim problems at school. 
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Journal of Youth & Adolescence. Vol 31(6) Dec 2002, 419-428. 

Kluwer Academic/Plenum Publishers, US

Abstract

Investigated differences between families of victims, bullies, bully/victims, and noninvolved children on family functioning, child-rearing practices, and problem-solving strategies in hypothetical conflict situations and perception differences between children (n = 1,719; aged 10-13 yrs) and their parents (n = 1,401; 76.9% mothers, mean age 41.1 yrs) on those dimensions. The findings revealed important perception differences between children and their parents, with parents holding up a more positive picture of their family. Important differences between families of bullies, victims, and bully/victims were documented looking at the family functioning and parent-child interactions from the perspective of the children. In contrast, almost no differences between the groups were observed if parents' reports were considered. Discussion leads to suggestions for further antibullying interventions at the school. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2002 APA, all rights reserved)
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The operation of a bully court and perceptions of its success: A case study. 
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School Psychology International. Vol 23(3) Aug 2002, 327-341. 

Sage Publications, England

Abstract

Investigated one strategy to reduce bullying in schools, the bully court, by way of an intensive case study in one school in South Yorkshire, with approximately 1,800 pupils aged 11-18 yrs. Questionnaires and interviews were used in conjunction with the observation of a number of bully courts and access to excerpts from the school's bully court record. The aim was to describe the operation of the bully court and to consider how successful it was perceived to be by staff and pupils. There was evidence of strong support for the bully court system from both staff and pupils. The limitations of the bully court are also discussed. The school also uses year 12 pupils to act as mentors to year 7 pupils in the context of a whole school approach to bullying. This mentoring system and other aspects of the anti-bullying code in place within the school, are discussed with respect to suggested reasons why a bully court is perceived to be successful here, when other studies have indicated less positive outcomes. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2002 APA, all rights reserved)
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New developments of the Shared Concern Model. 
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School Psychology International. Vol 23(3) Aug 2002, 307-326. 

Sage Publications, England

Abstract

The Shared Concern method (SCm) has become a well-known tool for tackling actual group bullying amongst teenagers by individual talks. A decade after its launch the author reviews the original approach and describes new developments. The psychological mechanisms of healing in the bully group and what hinders the bully therapist in eliciting them have become better clarified. It is expressed in terms of know-how: (1) do not demonize the bully suspects; (2) consider the bullying as a conflict between the parties and elicit the archetype of a mediator through your behavior; (3) prepare the summit meeting between those involved by shuttle-diplomacy and (4) seal the agreement with a communication contract. The most important recent advancement of the SCm approach is its capacity to discover clandestine bullying: when a bully therapist has acquired routines in solving actual cases with SCm he or she is capable of guiding a discussion with a teenage class about the methods to deal with bullying with the result that the class entrusts conflicts including bullying to the bully therapist for mediation. Information about this mediation-centered treatment is spread among students, improving the school atmosphere and introducing a model for conflict resolution for future citizens. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2002 APA, all rights reserved)
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Bullying and victimization among school-age children: Stability and links to proactive and reactive aggression. 
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Social Development. Vol 11(3) 2002, 332-345. 

Blackwell Publishers, England

Abstract

The main aim of the study relates to the links between bullying and victimization on the one hand and reactive and proactive aggression on the other. In addition, we also investigated stability and incidence of bullying and victimization, At age 7, 236 children were rated on bullying and victimization using peer reports. At age 8, 242 children were rated again. Two hundred and fifteen children (114 girls and 101 boys) were present at both time points. Reactive and proactive aggression was assessed by teachers. The results showed that bullies and bully/victims were both reactively and proactively aggressive, while victims were only reactively aggressive. A moderate degree of stability of bullying and victimization was found, with bullying being more stable than victimization. Boys were more often bullies than girls and more stable than girls in victimization. Stable victims and stable bully/victims were more reactively aggressive than their unstable counterparts. The relevance of the outcomes to preventing future maladjustment and suggestions for further research are discussed. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2002 APA, all rights reserved)
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Bullying and moral disengagement: A cross-national comparison. [Spanish].

Original Title

Violencia entre iguales y desconexion moral: Un analisis transcultural.
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Psicothema. Vol 14(Suppl) 2002, 37-49. 

Universidad de Oviedo, Spain

Abstract

Studied the use of moral disengagement mechanisms (or arguments) in children involved in bullying problems in 2 European cities, Seville (Spain) and Florence (Italy), and how this use can be mediated by an emotional dimension (moral emotions). It was hypothesized that the activation of moral disengagement could minimize negative emotions such as guilt or shame, and emphasize positive ones such as pride. Results show how bullies of both cities used more arguments of moral disengagement and how this use increased with age. There were cultural differences in the use of specific reasonings or arguments. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2002 APA, all rights reserved)
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Learning difficulties, social intelligence and self-concept: Connections to bully-victim problems. 

Source

Scandinavian Journal of Psychology. Vol 43(3) Jul 2002, 269-278. 

Blackwell Publishers, England

Abstract

Learning skills, social intelligence, and self-concept were related to each other and to bully-victim problems among fifth-grade children (79 boys and 62 girls, aged 11-12 yrs). In addition to exploring connections between single variables, a person-oriented approach was applied in order to analyze children's value patterns with respect to learning skills, self-concept, and social intelligence, as well as how these value patterns are related to bully-victim problems. Social intelligence was found to be positively correlated with learning skills, but negatively related to victimization. Bullying was positively correlated with self-concept scores. However, this was true only of boys. According to data, there were significantly more bullies among children with learning difficulties (LD) than would have been expected by chance. A group of children with LD emerged, who not only scored high on bullying, but also tended to be victimized by others. In addition, two groups of bullies appeared: one whose members could be interpreted as socially unskilled and another as socially skilled. This finding is in line with recent theoretical reasoning, which calls into question the idea of bullies as a unified group, lacking in social skills. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2002 APA, all rights reserved)
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Definitions of bullying: A comparison of terms used, and age and gender differences, in a fourteen-country international comparison. 
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Child Development. Vol 73(4) Jul-Aug 2002, 1119-1133. 

Blackwell Publishers, US

Abstract

The study of school bullying is faced with difficulties in finding terms in different languages to correspond to the English word bullying. To investigate the meanings given to various terms, a set of 25 stick-figure cartoons was devised, covering a range of social situations between peers. These cartoons were shown to a total of 1,245 8- and 14-year-old pupils in schools in 14 different countries who then judged whether various native terms cognate to bullying applied to them. Multidimensional scaling showed that 8-year-olds primarily discriminated nonaggressive and aggressive cartoon situations; however, 14-year-olds discriminated fighting from physical bullying, and also discriminated verbal bullying and social exclusion. Gender differences were less appreciable than age differences. Based on the 14-year-old data, profiles of 67 words were then constructed across the 5 major cartoon clusters. The main types of terms used fell into 6 groups: bullying, verbal plus physical bullying, solely verbal bullying, social exclusion, solely physical aggression, and mainly physical aggression. The findings are discussed in relation to developmental trends in how children understand bullying, the inferences that can be made from cross-national studies, and the design of such studies. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2002 APA, all rights reserved)
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Aggression, depression and bullying others. 
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Aggressive Behavior. Vol 28(3) 2002, 198-206. 

Wiley-Liss, US

Abstract

Used a questionnaire survey of a representative sample of 2,083 Norwegian male/female pupils (Grade 8) which revealed a positive/significant correlation between depressive symptoms and bullying others. Also, a strong, positive correlation between power-related (ProPow) and affiliation-related (ProAff) proactive aggressiveness and bullying others was found. The authors investigated whether the correlation between Depressive Symptoms and Bullying Others was spurious. For boys, a multiple-regression analysis with Bullying Others as the dependent variable revealed that both ProPow and ProAff had strong separate effects on Bullying Others, whereas the separate effect from Depressive Symptoms was not significant. Interactions between Depressive Symptoms and ProPow and ProAff on Bullying Others were not present. It was concluded that the significant correlation between Depressive Symptoms and Bullying Others was spurious for boys. For girls, ProAff, and ProPow /* Depressive Symptoms had significant and rather strong separate impacts on Bullying Others. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2002 APA, all rights reserved)
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Aggressive Behavior. Vol 28(2) 2002, 126-133. 

Wiley-Liss, US

Abstract

It has been suggested that bullying at school and low social support are related to relatively poor mental health in schoolchildren. Based on data from 1344 adolescent boys aged 13-19 years in Britain, this study explored whether father involvement, as an underestimated-in the related research-source of social support, can protect against low levels of satisfaction with life. Multiple regression analysis showed that low father involvement and peer victimization contributed significantly and independently to low levels of life satisfaction in adolescent boys. There was also evidence relating to a buffering effect of father involvement in that father involvement protected children from extreme victimization. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2002 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Aggressive Behavior. Vol 26(2) 2000, 169-178. 

Wiley-Liss, US

Abstract

Although researchers have traditionally distinguished between direct (e.g., name-calling, hitting) and indirect (e.g., ignoring, scapegoating) types of peer-victimization, there remains disagreement concerning how best to categorize types of peer-victimization. The aim of the present study was to delineate, using Principal Components Analysis, types of peer-victimization and to develop a multidimensional psychometric self-report scale. Ss were 812 children (aged 11-16 yrs) attending a secondary school in England. Once it was established that Ss were familiar with a definition of bullying, they rated how often they had experienced 45 different victimizing acts. Four main factors were identified--physical victimization, verbal victimization, social manipulation, and attacks on property--and subscales constructed that possessed satisfactory internal consistency and convergent validity with self-reports of being bullied. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2002 APA, all rights reserved)
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A study of children's attitudes towards bullying. [Chinese].
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Psychological Science (China). Vol 25(2) Mar 2002, 226-227. 

Editorial Board of Psychological Science, China

Abstract

Studied children's attitudes toward bullying. 3,957 elementary school students and 5,248 junior high school students (4,822 males and 4,383 females, 6,325 students from cities and 2,880 students from the countryside) selected with a stratified sampling method from Shangdong and Henan provinces, China, were assessed with the Chinese revised Olweus Child Bullying Questionnaire. Multiple comparisons and repeated measure ANOVA were used to study gender and age differences and the difference in attitudes, emotion, and behavior towards the bullies and the bullied. The results show that female students and lower grade students presented more sympathy and support to the bullied than male students and higher grade students did, that the students with experience of being bullied presented more sympathy and support to the bullied, and that most students showed sympathy to the bullied more than actually giving help. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2002 APA, all rights reserved)
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Journal of Scandinavian Studies in Criminology & Crime Prevention. Vol 2(1) 2001, 31-49. 

Taylor & Francis, United Kingdom

Abstract

Examined the relationship between bullying in school and street violence. 2,915 adolescents (aged 14-15 yrs) completed questionnaires concerning street violence, weapon carrying, violence victimization, loitering, bullying, and nights away from home. Results show that bullying others in school was strongly linked to violent behavior and weapon-carrying on the streets, both among males and females. Bullying others in school was also related to being violently victimized on the streets. Findings suggest that school bullying is in many cases a part of a more general violent and aggressive behavior pattern, and that preventive efforts targeting individuals with bullying behavior in school may decrease violence among adolescents in the community as well. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2002 APA, all rights reserved)
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American Journal of Health Behavior. Vol 26(4) Jul-Aug 2002, 266-277. 

PNG Publications, US

Abstract

Examined the prevalence and correlates of bullying in 7 rural elementary schools from students', parents', and teachers' perspectives. Surveys were completed by 739 4th, 5th, and 6th grade students, 367 parents, and 37 teachers. Results show that students tended to report higher prevalence of bullying than did parents or teachers, and their reports were associated with aggression, attitudes toward violence, and perceptions of school safety. It is concluded that bullying behavior is prevalent in rural elementary schools and is indicative of aggression and proviolence attitudes. The authors maintain that parents and teachers need to pay closer attention to bullying behavior among schoolchildren and to impart their knowledge to children in a comprehensive, coordinated manner. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2002 APA, all rights reserved)
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Ask your mother not to make yummy sandwiches: Bullying in New Zealand secondary schools. 
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New Zealand Journal of Educational Studies. Vol 35(2) 2000, 207-221. 

New Zealand Council for Educational Research, New Zealand

Abstract

Evidence from international research has shown that bullying in schools is a common experience for secondary school aged students. This study of 2,066 students in Years 9 to 13 from coeducational schools in the upper North Island showed that on two measures of being bullied, (a) during their time at school according to their own definition of bullying, or (b) during the current year in response to listed bullying behaviors, 58% and 75% respectively reported having been a victim of bullying. Similarly 44% reported they had bullied others at some time in their school career. Age, gender and ethnic differences are apparent in the reported incidence of bullying; when victims of bullying described the people who had bullied them, boys were involved either alone or with others in 76% of incidents. Both bullies and victims had a more negative attitude towards school than those not involved. Only 21% of victims had reported bullying at school, and when bullying was observed by other students they were as likely to ignore it as to take action. Nearly half of the students appeared to believe bullying could not be stopped at school or did not have any strategies to deal with it. Implications of these findings for secondary school students and staff are discussed. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2002 APA, all rights reserved)
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A comparison of two approaches to the study of negative peer treatment: General victimization and bully/victim problems among German schoolchildren. 
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British Journal of Developmental Psychology. Vol 20(2) Jun 2002, 281-306. 

British Psychological Society, United Kingdom

Abstract

Notes that studies of children who are the frequent targets of peers' aggressive acts have been guided by 2 differing research traditions, namely the 'bully/victim' and the 'general victimization' traditions. Although the terms 'bullying' and 'victimization' are often used interchangeably, these constructs represent approaches that differ in terms of conceptual definitions of negative peer treatment, research methodologies, and relative interest in group- vs individual-level phenomena. The present study was designed as a first step towards the integration of these diverse literatures. The specific goals were (1) to validate the relational victimization construct with a German sample of early adolescents (N=217) through replication of previously published findings, and (2) to examine systematically the relations among constructs derived from the 2 approaches. Results show that relational victimization, physical victimization, and bully/victim experiences were moderately correlated. The non-overlapping properties of the constructs, however, are best understood in the context of gender differences (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2002 APA, all rights reserved)
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A longitudinal study of bullying, dominance, and victimization during the transition from primary school through secondary school. 
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British Journal of Developmental Psychology. Vol 20(2) Jun 2002, 259-280. 

British Psychological Society, United Kingdom

Abstract

Bullying and victimization were studied from a longitudinal, multi-method, multi-agent perspective as youngsters made the transition from primary through middle school. 154 5th graders (mean age 11.9 yrs) participated in the 1st yr of the study and by the 7th grade, 129 of the Ss were still participating. Generally, bullying and aggression increased with the transition to middle school and then declined. Bullying mediated youngsters' dominance status during the transition. It is suggested that bullying may be one way in which young adolescents manage peer and dominance relationships as they make the transition into new social groups. Victimization declined from primary to secondary school. Correspondingly, youngsters' peer affiliations decreased, initially with the transition, and then recovered. Victimization, however, was buffered by peer affiliation, especially like most nominations relative to friendship nominations, during this time. Additionally, and consistent with the idea that bullying is used for dominance displays, cross-sex comparisons of aggressive bouts indicated that boys targeted other boys and did not target girls. Results are discussed in terms of the changing functions of aggression during adolescence. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2002 APA, all rights reserved)
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Eta evolutiva. No 71(1) Feb 2002, 76-83. 

Giunti Gruppo Editoriale SPA, Italy

Abstract

Studied the role of moral emotions and reasoning in relation to bullying behavior in 91 male and female children and adolescents (aged 9-13 yrs) in Italy. Ss were divided into status groups (bullies, victims, outsiders, and defenders) using the Scan Bullying Test (A. Almeida et al, 2001) and interviewed about their feelings relative to the task of putting themselves in the role of bullies. The results were evaluated according to status group and expression of emotions of guilt and shame associated with moral responsibility and emotions of indifference and pride associated with moral disengagement. The results indicate that bullies, compared to victims and outsiders, show a higher level of disengagement when asked to put themselves in the role of bullies. The results also show that bullies have higher scores for egocentric responsibility and use of deviant rules than victims, outsiders, and defenders and that victims, outsiders, and defenders tend to have similar moral responsibility and moral disengagement profiles. Implications for developing intervention programs are discussed. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2002 APA, all rights reserved)
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Developmental Disabilities Bulletin. Vol 29(2) 2001, 170-195. 

Development Disabilities Centre, Canada

Abstract

It has long been thought that individuals with developmental disabilities are at greater risk of becoming victims of peer harassment than non-disabled individuals because of the complex set of social cognitive dynamics involved in bullying situations. The present paper aims to achieve three objectives. The first is to present selective aspects of the bullying and peer harassment literature relevant to individuals with developmental disabilities and highlighting those factors that place these individuals at greater risk of becoming victimized in bullying situations. The second objective is to outline a new Multidimensional Bullying Identification Model that can be used to assist individuals with disabilities to detect, identify, and report the large variety of physical and psychological bullying situations they are likely to encounter. The third and final objective is to report on a small study (conducted with 10 male and 7 female Ss, aged 21-63 yrs) designed to assess the usefulness of the bullying identification framework, and to discuss the implications of using the model as part of an abuse prevention approach aimed at increasing the resistance of individuals with developmental disabilities to peer harassment. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2002 APA, all rights reserved)
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Family Journal: Counseling & Therapy for Couples & Families. Vol 10(2) Apr 2002, 207-209. 

Sage Publications, US

Abstract

Discusses policies toward school bullying. When adults tolerate teasing and bullying by not intervening, they send the message that hurtful words, hurtful looks, or craftily surreptitious remarks are acceptable. To understand, address, and bring about change, school counselors, together with schools and families, must choose to dismantle the beliefs that bullying, teasing, and harassment are not part of the growing-up process. The results of denying, rationalizing, justifying, and minimizing the effects of violence are children developing defenses of blaming, withdrawing, keeping secrets, and stifling feelings of anger, frustration, fear, guilt, or shame. Having clear definitions of violence and harassment is essential. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2002 APA, all rights reserved)
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Social Development. Vol 10(4) 2001, 512-527. 

Blackwell Publishers, England

Abstract

Examined peer intervention in bullying using naturalistic observations on school playgrounds. The sample comprised 58 children (37 boys and 21 girls; aged 6-12 yrs) in Grades 1 to 6 who were observed to intervene in bullying. Peers were present during 88% of bullying episodes and intervened in 19%. In 47% of the episodes, peers intervened aggressively. Interventions directed toward the bully were more likely to be aggressive, whereas interventions directed toward the victim or the bully-victim dyad were more likely to be nonaggressive. The majority (57%) of interventions were effective in stopping bullying. Boys were more likely to intervene when the bully and victim were male and girls when the bully and victim were female. The implications for anti-bullying interventions are discussed. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2002 APA, all rights reserved)
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Abstract

This article is a retrospective analysis of the research difficulties faced during an intervention for 54 bullying boys from a sub-economic background. The research comprised the design, implementation and evaluation of a behavioral intervention at three targeted primary schools. An experimental groups design was used, with three assessment times, pre-, post- and one-month follow-up testing. The t-test for matched participants, with alpha set at 0.05, produced insignificant change for all three experimental conditions, at all three targeted schools, over time. Three issues are addressed, namely problems experienced with: 1) the conceptualization of bullying behavior, 2) the effects of the socioeconomic environment and 3) the time-focused approach of the project. The article closes with future recommendations for intervention. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2002 APA, all rights reserved)
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Victimization in South Korean children's peer groups. 
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Journal of Abnormal Child Psychology. Vol 30(2) Apr 2002, 113-125. 

Kluwer Academic/Plenum Publishers, US

Abstract

Reports a cross-sectional investigation of the behavioral, academic, and psychosocial correlates of victimization in South Korean children's peer groups. The participants were 122 children (66 boys, 56 girls; aged 10-12 yrs) recruited from a primary school in Seoul, South Korea. Multi-informant assessments (peer nominations, teacher ratings, and self-reports) of peer victimization, social behavior, loneliness/social dissatisfaction, and academic functioning were obtained. Multivariate analyses indicated that peer victimization was associated with poor academic adjustment, loneliness, submissive-withdrawn behavior, aggression, and low levels of assertive-prosocial behavior. These findings suggest that there is considerable similarity in the social processes underlying peer group victimization across South Korean and Western cultural settings. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2002 APA, all rights reserved)
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Bullying, depressive symptoms and suicidal thoughts. 
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Educational Research. Vol 44(1) Spr 2002, 55-67. 

Taylor & Francis/Routledge, England

Abstract

Bullies, victims and pupils neutral to bullying were compared on depressive symptoms and suicidal thoughts. The sample included 2,088 Norwegian boys and girls in grade 8 (approximately 14 yrs old). The results revealed that both bullies and victims had significantly higher mean scores than neutral pupils on both depressive symptoms and suicidal thoughts. Victims had a significantly higher mean score on depressive thoughts than the bullies. On suicidal thoughts, the mean score for bullies was above that of the victims, but this difference was not significant. Girls had significantly higher mean scores than boys on both depressive symptoms and suicidal thoughts. This was the case for all pupils, and for victims, bullies and the neutral pupils. Questions of causality between depressive symptoms, suicidal thoughts and involvement in bullying are discussed and research on this issue is suggested. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2002 APA, all rights reserved)
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Persistence of bullying from childhood to adolescence--a longitudinal 8-year follow-up study. 
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Child Abuse & Neglect. Vol 24(7) Jul 2000, 873-881. 

Elsevier Science, US

Abstract

An 8-yr longitudinal study included questions about bullying and victimization at age 8 and 16. 6017 Children were evaluated with Rutter scales by parents and teachers and with the Child Depression Inventory filled in by the children at age 8. When 898 of the original sample were at the age of 16 parents filled in the Child Behavior Checklist and adolescents the Youth Self-Report. About 15% of boys and 7% of girls were bullied and 12% of girls and 13% of boys were victimized at age 16. Both bullying and victimization at age 16 were associated with a wide range of psychological problems at age 8 and 16, and with referral to child mental health services. Bullying at age 8 was associated with bullying at age 16, while victimization at age 8 was associated with victimization 8 years later. It is concluded that bullying and victimization are often persistent and associated with severe emotional and behavior problems. Preventive efforts should be focused, and targeted at those children who are characterized by both psychological disturbance and bullying. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2002 APA, all rights reserved)
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British Journal of Educational Psychology. Vol 72(1) Mar 2002, 105-118. 

British Psychological Society, United Kingdom

Abstract

Recent research on bullying in schools has paid little attention to the knowledge and beliefs of trainee teachers, who will hold a key position in reducing the problem of bullying in schools. This study aimed to determine (1) trainee teachers' (aged 18-51 yrs) beliefs about some aspects of school bullying; (2) their recommended strategies for pupils to cope; (3) their confidence in dealing with bullying issues as future teachers; (4) the value of specific aspects of training; and (5) the importance for these of sex, and primary/secondary training. Bullying was seen as an important issue. Some aspects of trainee teachers' knowledge of bullying were accurate, others less so. Telling teachers, and parents, were the strategies most highly recommended to pupils. The great majority were in favour of teacher training courses incorporating information regarding ways of combating bullying. However, they had less confidence about their ability to deal with bullying. Respondents expressed more confidence when dealing with victims rather than bullies and working with the parents of victims rather than the parents of bullies. It is important that teacher-training programmes incorporate information about school bullying areas in which trainee teachers may feel less confident. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2002 APA, all rights reserved)
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Il fenomeno delle prepotenze in classe e le dimensioni della competenza sociale.
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Psicologia Clinica Dello Sviluppo. Vol 5(1) Apr 2001, 95-116. 

Societa editrice il Mulino, Italy

Abstract

Studied different aggressive behavior situations in the context of classmate relationships. A questionnaire was administered to 310 males and 310 females aged 11-14 yrs in Italy to determine (1) the effects of social acceptance vs rejection and (2) perceptions of the degree of responsibility of aggressors and the degree of gravity of different aggressive actions. A series of ANOVAs, cluster analysis, and discriminant analysis were performed. The results indicate that girls perceived aggressions more seriously than boys did. A discrepancy was found between general (stereotyped) attributions of responsibility and victims' attributions of responsibility. Bullying is examined in relation to social status. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2002 APA, all rights reserved)

------------

Accession Number

Journal Article: 2002-10308-008.

Author

Crozier, W. Ray; Skliopidou, Evanthia.

Title

Adult recollections of name-calling at school. 
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Educational Psychology. Vol 22(1) Jan 2002, 113-124. 

Carfax Publishing, United Kingdom

Abstract

A sample of 220 adults responded to a questionnaire on their recollections of name-calling and nicknames while at school. Hurtful names were reported by 141 participants, who described coping with them primarily by means of verbal retaliation or ignoring the names. Participants rarely told teachers and most stated that their school was unhelpful. Although the experience was regarded less negatively over time, this was not the case for those who reported finding the names most hurtful. These participants reported greater effects on all areas of school life and a stronger association of name-calling with physical bullying, and they rated their current feelings about the past experience as more negative. The most common content of names referred to physical appearance, play on the individual's own name, and animals, trends also found in studies of children and in research into teasing. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2002 APA, all rights reserved)
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Bullying and victimisation in Scottish secondary schools: Same or separate entities? 
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Aggressive Behavior. Vol 28(1) 2002, 45-61. 

Wiley-Liss, US

Abstract

Examined the differences between bullies, victims, and those not involved in relation to various demographic, school, well-being, and personality factors to identify factors that separate these 3 groups. In addition, differences between those involved in bullying/victimization and those never involved in relation to the same aforementioned factors were studied to highlight aspects of the development of their special relationship. 425 Ss (188 males and 233 females, mean age 14.2 yrs) participated. It was found that bullying and victimization differed in relation to peer self-esteem, with bullies reporting higher levels of peer self-esteem than victims. When bullies and victims were treated as one group, they were found to differ from the noninvolved group in relation to various factors, including school, well-being, and personality factors. The involved group was found to be disadvantaged in relation to all measures used. Results indicated that from all these factors the best predictors of overall involvement as bully, victim, or bully-victim were Quality of School Life and school stress. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2002 APA, all rights reserved)
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Aggressive Behavior. Vol 28(1) 2002, 30-44. 

Wiley-Liss, US

Abstract

Bullies, victims, bully-victims, and control children were identified from a sample of 1062 children (530 girls and 532 boys, aged 10-12 yrs) participating in the study. Their reactive and proactive aggression was measured by means of peer and teacher reports. Peer and teacher reports were more concordant with respect to reactive than proactive aggression. Comparing the children in different bullying roles in terms of their reactive and proactive aggression, bully-victims were found to be the most aggressive group of all. For this group, it was typical to be highly aggressive both reactively and proactively. Although bullies were significantly less aggressive than bully-victims, they scored higher than victims and controls on both reactive and proactive aggression. However, observations at the person level, i.e., cross-tabulational analyses, indicated that bullies were not only overrepresented among children who were both reactively and proactively aggressive but also among the only reactively aggressive as well as the only proactively aggressive groups. Victims scored higher than control children on reactive aggression, but they were not proactively aggressive. Furthermore, even their reactive aggression was at a significantly lower level than that of bullies and bully-victims. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2002 APA, all rights reserved)
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Bullying. 
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Sandoval, Jonathan (Ed). (2002). Handbook of crisis counseling, intervention, and prevention in the schools (2nd ed.). (pp. 105-135). vii, 444pp.

Abstract

(from the create) Discusses bullying as a form of terrorism that affects everyone in the school--those who are bullied, the bullies themselves, bystanders who witness the bullying, and the children who hear about it. Topics discussed include incidence and prevalence, bullies, victims, bystanders, what schools can do about bullying, methods of working with high-risk clients, crisis counseling, and group intervention methods. The chapter concludes with a plan for action. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2002 APA, all rights reserved)
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Educational Psychology. Vol 21(2) Jun 2001, 167-175. 
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Abstract

Using a self-report bullying inventory, the extent and nature of bullying behavior among primary Greek school children was investigated in a study of 1,312 pupils (aged 8-12 yrs). Data indicate that overall, 14.7% of Ss were self-reported as victims of bullying, 6.25% as bullies and 4.8% as both. Significantly more boys were self-identified as bullies and bully/victims. The two most common forms of bullying were "name calling" and "hitting and kicking". Boy bullies engaged in more direct physical bullying, while girls bullied indirectly. There was a tendency for bullying to decrease with increasing age and take more indirect form. There was evidence of peer pressure as 33.5% reported being forced to join in bullying others. Findings indicate that bullying is a problem in Greek primary schools. The authors state that it is imperative for further information to be collected on the characteristics of the pupils who are involved in bullying and victimization, the short-term and long-term consequences of such experiences, as well as effective strategies of intervention. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2002 APA, all rights reserved)
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Source

Journal of Systemic Therapies. Vol 20(3) Fal 2001, 10-24. 

Guilford Publications, US

Abstract

This article describes a variety of innovative practices to address bullying and peer abuse in elementary schools. Through playful and honoring activities, students are invited to reflect upon the effects of bullying and make personal choices to promote appreciation, tolerance, and collaboration in their classrooms. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2002 APA, all rights reserved)
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Abstract

Associations between bullying behavior and school-related stress experience, self-efficacy, social support, and decision control were explored in a study of 885 Norwegian adolescents aged 13-15 years. Information was based on self-reports. The psychosocial factors were represented by an average of scores on 3-12 single items, each with 5 possible response categories. Bullying behavior was defined as bullying other pupils sometimes or more often during the term. The prevalence of bullying behavior was 9.2%, but significantly higher among boys than girls. Odds ratios of bullying behavior according to psychosocial factors were calculated in a multiple logistic regression analysis. Increasing school alienation was associated with an increased risk of bullying, whereas increasing support from teachers and peers decreased the risk. Increasing self-efficacy was associated with a significant increase in risk only among 14-year-old pupils, but a similar tendency was seen for 15-year-old pupils. No significant association was seen with decision control. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2002 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract

Comments on the article by T. R. Nansel et al (see record 2001-06280-002), which reported the prevalence of bullying in a sample of US youth in grades 6-10, along with information on differences in the prevalence of bullying by sex, grade, and race. In the Nansel et al study, the researchers cite the work of D. Olweus (Bullying at school: What we know and what we can do, 1993) to highlight individual pathology and suffering in bullies and those bullied. The present author notes that while Olweus addresses such issues in his work, the primary characteristic of his model of bullying and his recommended interventions is an emphasis on systemic factors, especially the role of adult and institutional inaction in enabling bullying. There are 2 major problems with emphasizing the individual pathology of bullies and their victims. First, an individual emphasis leads to an underestimation of the pervasiveness of bullying. Second, an individualistic focus may lead to misplaced emphasis on the role of those bullied, perhaps leading to interventions focusing on management. Victims cannot, by definition, end the bullying on their own. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2002 APA, all rights reserved)
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Abstract

(from the chapter) Examined (1) sex differences and age trends in self-reported empathic responsiveness and (2) associations between the empathy scales and aggressive behavior tendencies measured by self-reports of bullying behavior and a positive attitude toward such behavior. A total of 2,286 6-9th graders were assessed with 2 questionnaires: The Empathic Responsiveness questionnaire and the Olweus Bully/Victim Questionnaire. Data indicate that girls show the most straightforward development, with an increase in empathic concern toward girl and boy stimuli with age. Boys evince a similar developmental pattern with regard to girls as stimuli but show a clearly deviating, decreasing trend in empathic concern for other boys in distress. In addition, very marked sex differences were found, with a strong predominance of low-empathic boys and a similarly marked predominance of high-empathic girls. Data also show a negative, relatively weak, empathy-aggression relationship and that it is the tendency to respond with empathic concern when exposed to another person in distress that may have an inhibitory effect on aggressive behavior. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2002 APA, all rights reserved)
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Bully/victim problems and their association with coping behaviour in conflictual peer interactions among school-age children. 
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Educational Psychology. Vol 21(2) Mar 2001, 59-66. 

Carfax Publishing, United Kingdom

Abstract

Examined the relationship between bully/victim problems and the coping strategies used when confronted with a peer argument in Greek primary school children. Peer victimization and bullying behavior were assessed by the 2 6-item self-report scales developed by S. Austin and S. Joseph (1996), which could be immersed within the Self-Perception Profile for Children (SPPC: S. Harter, 1985). Data are reported on the association between scores on both scales and scores on the SPPC and the Self-Report Coping Measure (SRCM: D. L. Causey & E. F. Dubow, 1992) with 408 children (aged 9-12 yrs). The results suggest that both bullying and victimization are associated with self-evaluations in diverse domains, and emotional coping strategies in conflictual peer interactions. Moreover, the authors contend that the data provide evidence that bully/victims are a distinct group in terms of their low levels of social acceptance and problem-solving ability. It is suggested that future prospective studies are needed to provide a more definite account of social coping influences on bully/victim problems. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2002 APA, all rights reserved)
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Source

Health Promotion International. Vol 16(2) Jun 2001, 155-167. 

Oxford Univ Press, England

Abstract

Aims to discuss the adaptation processes of the Bergen anti-bullying programme and to give guidelines to advance further programme development. For this, the DFE Sheffield Bullying Project (P. K. Smith and S. Sharp, 1994), the Anti-bullying Intervention in Toronto schools (D. J. Pepler et al., 1994) and the Flemish anti-bullying project (V. Stevens and P. Van Oost, 1994) were considered in the analyses. Discussion of the adaptation processes of the Bergen model programme revealed that the adapted interventions largely succeeded in incorporating the core components of the Bergen model programme, taking into account the characteristics of the implementation environment. This suggests that for bully/victim interventions, the dilemma of programme fidelity and programme adaptation could be solved adequately. However, from a health promotion perspective, some critical issues for programme improvement were observed. Three suggestions for change were made, indicating that anti-bullying actions at schools may benefit from: (i) a clear overview of the learning objectives, specified per target population; (ii) more attention to parental involvement and family interventions; and (iii) additional information about the adoption processes of the anti-bullying interventions within schools. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2002 APA, all rights reserved)
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American Journal of Psychiatry. Vol 158(5) May 2001, 808-810. 

American Psychiatric Assn, US

Abstract

The impact of a manual-based antiviolence program on the learning climate in an elementary school over 4 yrs was compared with the outcome in a control school. The 2 schools were matched for demographic characteristics. The intervention in the experimental school was based on zero tolerance for bullying; the control school received only regular psychiatric consultation. Disciplinary and academic achievement data were collected in both schools. The experimental school showed significant reductions in discipline referrals and increases in scores on standardized academic achievement measures. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2002 APA, all rights reserved)

-----------

Accession Number

Journal Article: 2001-17040-002.

Author

Kumpulainen, Kirsti; Raesaenen, Eila; Puura, Kaija.

Title

Psychiatric disorders and the use of mental health services among children involved in bullying. 
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Aggressive Behavior. Vol 27(2) 2001, 102-110. 

Wiley-Liss, US

Abstract

Evaluated the relationship between bullying and psychiatric disorders and studied the probability of using mental health services among children involved in bully/victim problems. The data consisted of interviews with 423 parents and 420 children (mean age 8.4 yrs). Diagnostic measures were based on the Isle of Wight Interview. Children involved in bullying as bullies, bully-victims, and victims were compared with other children. Children involved in bully/victim problems were more prone to have psychiatric disorders than noninvolved children. The probability of being disturbed was highest among male bullies, followed by male bully-victims and female victims (9.5-fold, 7.9-fold, and 4.3-fold, respectively). The most common diagnoses among Ss involved in bully/victim problems were attention deficit disorder, oppositional/conduct disorder, and depression. Furthermore, Ss involved in bully/victim problems were more likely to have used mental health services at some time during their lives and also during the previous 3 months. Special attention should be paid to children's mental health when dealing with bullying problems at school. Referral pathways to mental health services and factors affecting the referral processes among children should be further studied. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2002 APA, all rights reserved)
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Abstract

Examined the relationship between bully/victim problems and the coping strategies used when confronted with a peer argument in Greek primary school children. Peer victimization and bullying behavior were assessed by the 2 6-item self-report scales developed by S. Austin and S. Joseph (1996), which could be immersed within the Self-Perception Profile for Children (SPPC; S. Harter, 1985). Data are reported on the association between scores on both scales and scores on the SPPC and the Self-Report Coping Measure (SRCM; D. L. Causey and E. F. Dubow, 1992) with 408 children (aged 9-12 yrs). The results suggest that both bullying and victimization are associated with self-evaluations in diverse domains, and emotional coping strategies in conflictual peer interactions. Moreover, the data provide evidence that bully/victims are a distinct group in terms of their low levels of social acceptance and problem-solving ability. Future prospective studies are needed to provide a more definite account of social coping influences on bully/victim problems. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2002 APA, all rights reserved)
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Bullying as a social malady in contemporary Japan. 
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International Social Work. Vol 44(1) Jan 2001, 107-117. 

Sage Publications, England

Abstract

Japan is a nation that has made attempts to understand and deal with a nationwide epidemic of bullying. Undoubtedly, Japan is an academically-driven society that tends to place the burden of scholarship on its children from a young age. It is also a society that has tolerated severe physical punishment and intimidation by teachers. Victims are considered to deserve much of their treatment. However disturbing bullying trends in Japan may be, the figures still show that bullying in the US and other countries occurs at a similar or higher rate than Japan. Yet, because media attention has brought ijime to the forefront of Japanese society, Japan presents us with the opportunity to see ijime vigorously addressed by policymakers, providing us a look into the antecedents and interventions that Japan has undertaken. Japan's approach to bullying offers a unique paradigm as we examine our own culture's (US) tendency to bully others. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2002 APA, all rights reserved)
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Journal of School Psychology. Vol 39(1) Jan-Feb 2001, 71-94. 

Elsevier Science, US

Abstract

The 15-session Structure/Themes/Open Communication/Reflection/Individuality/Experiential Learning/Social Problem-Solving (STORIES) program was implemented with 59 students in 2 intact 4th and 5th grade classes. STORIES uses the peer group and story form as vehicles to improve social problem solving for aggressors, victims, and bystanders. Groups contained 4-6 children with 1-2 students identified by school staff with concerns of bullying, general hostility, or aggression. Teacher reports of externalizing behavior indicated elevated mean pretest scores overall, with the identified children being more extreme. Postintervention teacher reports showed decreases in externalizing and antisocial behaviors for the children not identified as aggressive, and increases for the identified children. However, among those identified, children who had completed the program had significantly more favorable scores than wait-list controls. Also, individual responses to treatment predicted favorable change between pre- and posttest measures of externalizing behaviors. Results are discussed in terms of relevance for school-based social problem-solving interventions and field research. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2002 APA, all rights reserved)
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Social Development. Vol 10(1) 2001, 74-78. 

Blackwell Publishers, England

Abstract

Responds to and welcomes comments on their previous debate by W. F. Arsenio and E. A. Lemerise (see record 2001-14562-004) regarding the authors' (see records 1999-10556-007 and 1999-10556-009) position on the Social Information Processing model. They clarify their position and contend that a consensus is emerging in this discussion. The authors argue that they can and should define social competence in a mannner free of reference to social desirability in order to assess links with bullying skills and motivations. The authors further argue that focusing on motivations might provide both a clearer theoretical understanding of bullying and ultimately lead to a more effective set of techniques for dealing with it. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2002 APA, all rights reserved)
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Social Development. Vol 10(1) 2001, 59-73. 

Blackwell Publishers, England

Abstract

Understanding the nature of bullies and bullying is of considerable theoretical and practical importance. The authors offer a commentary on a recent debate on this topic between J. Sutton et al, (1999a, see record 1999-10556-007; 1999b, see record 1999-10556-009) and N. R. Crick and K. A. Dodge (1999; see record 1999-10556-008). In this commentary, the authors first summarize the main points of the debate, including alternative views of bullies as social inadequates versus Machiavellian schemers. Then they clarify some unresolved issues concerning the nature and limits of social competence and the roles of values in both social competence and in bullying. Finally, it is argued that variations in children's emotion processes, such as emotionality and emotion regulation, also may underlie some of the individual differences that have been found in empathy, social information processing, and in reactive (hot-headed) and proactive ('cold-blooded') aggressive and bullying patterns. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2002 APA, all rights reserved)
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Bullies, victims, and bully/victims: Distinct groups of at-risk youth. 
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Journal of Early Adolescence. Vol 21(1) Feb 2001, 29-49. 

Sage Publications, US

Abstract

Bullying and victimization are prevalent problems in the area of adolescent peer relationships. Middle school students (N = 4,263) in one Maryland school district completed surveys covering a range of problem behaviors and psychosocial variables. Overall, 30.9% of the students reported being victimized three or more times in the past year and 7.4% reported bullying three or more times over the past year. More than one half of the bullies also reported being victimized. Those bully/victims were found to score less favorably than either bullies or victims on all the measured psychosocial and behavioral variables. Results of a discriminant function analysis demonstrated that a group of psychosocial and behavioral predictors--including problem behaviors, attitudes toward deviance, peer influences, depressive symptoms, school-related functioning, and parenting--formed a linear separation between the comparison group (never bullied or victimized), the victim group, the bully group, and the bully/victim group. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2002 APA, all rights reserved)
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British Psychological Society, England

Abstract

Proposes that social cognition and environment play a heavy role in bullying. It is suggested that considering bullying a mental disorder in order to "pathologize" it should be avoided. Instead, retain an emphasis on the individual. There is no doubt that increased awareness surrounding the issue of bullying has been positive. It is now a legal requirement in England and Wales to have an anti-bullying strategy. Increasing good behavior and respect rather than trying to decrease bullying should be measures that all teachers take. A reassessment of the type of child that may bully and the socially skilled methods they may use could also increase the vigilance of teachers and classmates. It is concluded that further research will suggest ways in which social cognition or adaptations of it could be used to understand bullying. In the meantime, we should move away from ritualistic denigration of bullies. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2002 APA, all rights reserved)
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Blackwell Publishers, US

Abstract

Through a questionnaire survey, the present study investigated the coping strategies of Year 7 (11-12 years old) and Year 9 (13-14 years old) pupils (N = 324) to find out what strategies they have used to overcome the difficulties of being bullied by peers. Fifty-one UK secondary schools, in each of which an anti-bullying peer support system had been in place for at least a year, participated. The coping strategies of those pupils who said that they had told someone (N = 279) about being bullied were compared with those who said that they had not (N = 45). These coping strategies differ, not only according to whether or not they report the bullying, but also according to their age and gender. Implications of the findings for professionals who work with children and adolescents are suggested. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2002 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Physical stereotypes of ijime victims. [Japanese].

Source

Japanese Journal of Experimental Social Psychology. Vol 40(2) Jul 2001, 87-94. 

Japanese Group Dynamics, Japan

Abstract

Investigated physical stereotypes of victims of ijime (bullying in school). Ss in Exp 1 were 27 male and 22 female undergraduates in Japan. Ss were asked to identify ijime victims from facial photographs of 49 middle school students from 2 classes. How Ss' judgments coincided with each other was examined. The results show that Ss' judgments were concentrated on a handful of photographs and 1 particular photograph was judged to be an ijime victim by about 70% of the Ss. Ss in Exp 2 were 93 male and 70 female undergraduates in Japan. Ss were asked to relate their impressions about the characteristics of the same set of photographs identified by the Ss in Exp 1. The results show that Ss rated the photographs on apparent weakness. Finally, former classmates of the photographed students were asked to report by mail on who had been the actual victims of ijime in their class. The results show that the student judged by about 70% of the Ss in Exp 1 to be a victim was the one whom his former classmates most consistently reported to have been an actual victim. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2002 APA, all rights reserved)
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Does bullying cause emotional problems? A prospective study of young teenagers. 
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BMJ (British Medical Journal). Vol 323(7311) Sep 2001, 480-484. 

British Medical Assn, England

Abstract

Investigated the relation between recurrent peer victimization (PV; "bullying") and onset of self reported symptoms of anxiety or depression in the early teen years. 2,680 students (1,195 males, 1364 females) participated in a 2-yr cohort study. Ss were surveyed by computer for self-reported symptoms of anxiety or depression, twice in year 8 (age 13 yrs) and once in year 9 of secondary school. Results show that the prevalence of PV at the second survey point in year 8 was 51%, and that prevalence of self-reported symptoms of anxiety or depression was 18%. The incidence of self-reported symptoms of anxiety or depression in year 9 (7%) was significantly associated with PV reported either once or twice in year 8. After adjustment for availability of social relations and for socio-demographic factors, recurrent PV remained predictive of self-reported symptoms of anxiety or depression for girls but not for boys. Newly reported PV in year 9 was not significantly associated with prior self report of symptoms of anxiety or depression. The authors conclude that a history of victimization and poor social relationships predicts the onset of emotional problems in adolescents. It is concluded that previous recurrent emotional problems are not significantly related to future victimization. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2002 APA, all rights reserved)
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Violence & Victims. Vol 16(4) Aug 2001, 411-426. 

Springer Publishing, US

Abstract

Stability and change of bullying over a 4-mo interval was examined in 516 middle school students (grades 6-8). The stability coefficient was .65 for the entire sample. There was a significant increase in bullying behavior from Time 1 to Time 2 for 6th grade students; no significant change in bullying was found among 7th or 8th graders. For 6th graders, a greater confidence in using non-violent strategies was associated with less bullying at Time 2, while beliefs supportive of violence and misconduct, less positive adult influences, and more negative peer influences were associated with greater likelihood of bullying at Time 2. Higher levels of impulsivity, anger, and depression were also associated with greater levels of bullying over time. Several explanations for the increase in bullying behaviors among 6th graders are discussed and linked to intervention efforts. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2002 APA, all rights reserved)
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Aggressive Behavior. Vol 27(4) 2001, 269-283. 

Wiley-Liss, US

Abstract

The objective of this paper is to elucidate further an understanding of the relationship between self-concept and bullying behaviour. Data from a nationwide study of bullying behaviour carried out in Ireland during 1993-1994 have been reviewed. The relevant results from 8,249 school children (aged 8-18 yrs) are presented. The paper examines the global and dimensional nature of self-esteem and how it relates to children and adolescents who either have been victimised or bullied others. The results show that children of both primary and post-primary age who were involved in bullying as victims, bullies, or both had significantly lower global self-esteem than did children who had neither bullied nor been bullied. However, the pure bullies, in contrast to the pure victims, placed the same value on their physical attractiveness and attributes and on their popularity as did their peers who had not bullied others or been bullied. The bully-victims of all ages had the lowest self-esteem of the subgroups in the study. Also, the more frequently children were victimised or bullied others, the lower was their global self-esteem. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2002 APA, all rights reserved)
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Abstract

Bullying is a problem which is receiving increasing attention worldwide. Researchers in several countries have already devised and implemented bullying intervention/prevention programs on a nation-wide basis. Data from large-scale trials of comprehensive, school-wide programs indicate that when used as a long-term ongoing solution rather than a 'quick fix' in crisis situations, bullying behaviour can be reduced significantly. This article examines terminology, background, developmental aspects and myths about bullying. Psychosocial characteristics of and implications for bullies and victims are discussed. Four bullying interventions are summarized and reviewed, and the main findings indicate everyone must shoulder the responsibility of putting an end to bullying behaviour. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2002 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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School Psychology International. Vol 22(4) Nov 2001, 463-476. 
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Abstract

Investigates the emotional essence of bullying through a discussion of research done in the West and in Japan and puts forward the concept of shunning, which can be differentiated from other types of bullying through focusing on the victimizing process. Shunning represents the collective exclusion of an individual by being ignored by their peers and it is the typical type of Ijime (bullying) in Japan. The author presents 2 cases that describe experiences of classmates (in secondary and elementary school, respectively) being shunned, using the cases to introduce 4 positions of the victim's reaction to the experience of being shunned which correspond to 4 identity statuses. The concept of "storied community' (which provides victims with coherent narratives and transitional space as a secure base) seems to have useful applicability in the phenomenon of shunning. However, the devastating dilemma for shunned victims in Japan is that the most available storied community, which could offer them refuge, is the one of "suicide as revenge on the tormentors'. In this way, the choice is impossible between finding refuge in that story or losing the sense of identity. The implications for the clinician to relate to the victim of shunning are discussed, within the context of this approach. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2002 APA, all rights reserved)
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Educational Research. Vol 43(3) Win 2001, 263-278. 
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Abstract

Examined the effects of a peer-led intervention campaign against school bullying, carried out by 8 peer counsellors, in 196 7th and 8th grade students from an upper-level comprehensive school in southern Finland. The core of the intervention campaign was a 1-wk period during which events and activities were organized at the school and in each individual class. In all parts of the campaign, the peer counsellors emphasized each individual's responsibility, as well as their potential to affect whether or not bullying occurs in their school or class. The campaign was especially effective among girls, who showed decreases in both self- and peer-reported bullying, as well as an increase in "power attitudes" (attitude items reflecting the students' self-perceived potential and willingness to influence bullying problems in their class). Among boys, however, there was a slight decrease in self-reported bullying, not confirmed by peer reports, and there was an increase in pro-bullying attitudes, such as "bullying might be fun sometimes." Evaluating the campaign, girls perceived it as more beneficial and more effective than boys did. Most students who reported being bullied before the intervention were satisfied with the campaign and thought it was helpful. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2002 APA, all rights reserved)
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Abstract

Differences in definitions and methodologies for assessing bullying in primary school children between countries have precluded direct comparisons of prevalence rates and school factors related to bullying. A total of 2,377 children in England (6-yr-olds/Year 2: 1,072; 8-yr-olds/Year 4: 1,305) and 1,538 in Germany (8-yr-olds/Year 2) were questioned individually using an identical standard interview. In both countries the types of bullying to victimize others were similar: boys were most often perpetrators, most bullies were also victims (bully/victims), most bullying occurred in playgrounds and the classroom, and SES and ethnicity only showed weak associations with bullying behavior. Major differences were found in victimization rates with 24% of English pupils becoming victims every week compared with only 8% in Germany. In contrast, fewer boys in England engaged every week in bullying (2.5-4.5%) than German boys (7.5%), while no differences were found between girls. In England, children in smaller classes were more often victimized. Further study of the group of bully/victims, schooling differences in England vs. Germany and implications for prevention of bullying are discussed. Reference Links: 45 (View Links) (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2002 APA, all rights reserved)
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Abstract

Associations between being a victim of bullying and psychosomatic health have been examined among 856 Norwegian school adolescents (aged 13-15 yrs). Multiple logistic and linear regression analyses were applied. Pupils being bullied sometimes or more often during the previous term had significantly higher odds of every psychosomatic symptom except sleeplessness, compared to pupils who reported that they were never exposed to bullying. The highest odds ratio was observed in analysis of feeling low. No significant interactions with gender or age were seen, but the association with irritability, headache and backache tended to be strongest for boys, whereas the association with nervousness and sleeplessness was strongest for girls. Increasing exposure to bullying was associated with a highly significant increase in number of symptoms. The strong and consistent associations with different symptoms and the dose-response relationship suggest a causal relationship. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2002 APA, all rights reserved)

-------------

Accession Number

Journal Article: 2001-06945-002.

Author

Rivers, Ian.

Title

The bullying of sexual minorities at school: Its nature and long-term correlates. 

Source

Educational & Child Psychology. Vol 18(1) 2001, 32-46. 

British Psychological Society, United Kingdom

Abstract

Reports on a 3-yr study focusing upon the experiences of a sample of lesbians, gay men, and bisexual men and women who were bullied at school, and the long-term impact it has had upon their lives. Data collection consisted of 3 elements: A survey of 190 16-66 yr old lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgendered adults' experiences of bullying at school; a survey of the psycho-social correlates and long-term effects of bullying with a sub-sample of 119 Ss (aged 16-54 yrs); and, finally, a small number of in-depth interviews with 16 Ss. Ss' experiences of bullying in school were long-term (mean: 5 yrs) systematic, and were perpetrated by groups of peers rather than by individuals. Ss were unlikely to report incidents of bullying either to teachers or to someone at home. In the survey of psychosocial correlates and long-term effects over 50% of Ss reported contemplating self-harming behavior or suicide with 40% making 1 or more attempts. As adults, they were found to exhibit some symptoms associated with negative affect when compared to controls. However, Ss did not suffer from low self-esteem and had a positive attitude towards their own homosexuality/bisexuality and homosexuality/bisexuality generally. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2002 APA, all rights reserved)
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Abstract

Reports the prevalence of bullying in a sample of US youth in grades 6-10, along with information on differences in the prevalence of bullying by sex, grade, and race. In addition, the relationships among bullying, being bullied, and psychosocial adjustment are explored for 3 distinct groups: bullies only, those bullied only, and those who both bully and are bullied. 15,686 students participated by completing a self-report questionnaire containing 102 questions about health behavior and relevant demographic variables. The results indicate that bullying is a serious problem for US youth. Consistent with previous studies, bullying was reported as more prevalent among males than females and occurred with greater frequency among middle school-aged youth than high school-aged youth. Both bullying and being bullied were associated with poorer psychosocial adjustment; however, there were notable differences among those bullied, bullies, and those reporting both behaviors. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2002 APA, all rights reserved)
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Abstract

This report reflects on the first year of a peer support scheme, implemented as a means to reduce the psychological effects of bullying in one secondary school in South Wales. The article explores the peer counseling project and considered ways to improve it in the following years. The project was introduced in the academic year 1998-1999, with Year 11 pupils acting as 'counsellors' to Year 7 pupils. There was positive feedback from Year 7 form tutors. All peer counsellors reported personal benefits through their involvement: increased self-confidence, a sense of responsibility, and feeling that they are contributing positively to the life of the school. It also reduced the need for putting bullies on a formal school report, and parents of such pupils, who in the past reacted negatively to the accusation, were more tolerant of pupils addressing the problem. Practical problems identified by teachers and pupils regarding recruitment, training, and running the scheme are also discussed. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2002 APA, all rights reserved)
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Abstract

Differences in attitudes and: feelings toward bullies and bullying behaviour were investigated among 1,312 pupils between 8 and 12 years of age in the greater Athens area, Greece, who completed a self-report bullying inventory. Pupils' perceptions of teachers' and parents' awareness of bullying were also examined. Fifteen percent of bullies reported feeling 'nothing special' when they witness a bullying incident, while fewer bullies than victims reported that 'it is very unpleasant'. More boys than girls understood why some pupils bully and reported that they like bullies because they are 'cool'. According to pupils' reports, teachers have talked significantly less than parents to victims and bullies/victims about bullying. Furthermore, approximately half of the pupils claimed that they do not know whether teachers are aware of bullying behaviour. It is concluded that teachers, pupils, and school communities need to become sensitised to the phenomenon of bullying. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2002 APA, all rights reserved)
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Abstract

The present study summarizes the investigation confirming some personality variables associated for each side of bullying (aggressor vs victim). The sample was 315 students, aged 10-15 yrs. 36 bullies and 17 victims were detected by the questionnaire Bull (F. Cerezo and M. Esteban, 1994). They then completed Eysenck's EPQ-J, the Rosenberg Self Esteem Inventory (Adap. by F. Cerezo, 1996) and F. Silva and M. C. Martorell's Socialization Battery BAS-3. Results demonstrate some significant differences: Bullies score higher in Psychoticism, Sincerity, and Leadership, meanwhile, victims score higher in Self-Control and Anxiety/Shy, with Psychoticism as the discriminant dimension between the groups. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2002 APA, all rights reserved)
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Abstract

Studied the relationship among bullying, the self-reported tendency to commit delinquent acts, and certain personality traits (e.g., impulsiveness, anxiety, and prosocial behavior). Ss were 679 male high school students in Italy. Ss were administered a 3-part questionnaire on the nature and prevalence of bullying at school, deviant behaviors, and personality traits. Stepwise logistic regression analysis was performed. The results indicate (1) a significant relationship between bullying and deviant behaviors and (2) a strong impulsiveness trait in bullies, delinquents, and Ss who are both bullies and delinquents. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2002 APA, all rights reserved)

-----------

Accession Number

Journal Article: 2001-05447-004.

Author

Roland, Erling; Idsoe, Thormod.

Title

Aggression and bullying. 

Source

Aggressive Behavior. Vol 27(6) 2001, 446-462. 
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Abstract

Models are presented describing how bullying others and being bullied are related to proactive and reactive aggressiveness. This was investigated among 1,801 pupils in Norwegian schools at the end of grade five and among 2,083 pupils at the end of grade eight. Pupils in the two samples were approximately 11 and 14 years old, respectively. Analyses were conducted for boys and girls separately at fifth and eighth grades. Both proactive and reactive aggressiveness were related to bullying others and to being bullied at Level 5. Among the older pupils, there was a strong relationship between proactive aggressiveness and bullying others, while reactive aggressiveness was much more weakly related to bullying others. Being bullied, on the other hand, was only weakly related to proactive and reactive aggressiveness among the older pupils. Age was therefore an important factor in determining how proactive and reactive aggressiveness were related to bullying. When pupil gender is concerned, power-related proactive aggressiveness in predicting bullying was a more important factor for boys, while affiliation-related proactive aggressiveness was a more powerful factor for girls. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2002 APA, all rights reserved)
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Abstract

Cross-sectional questionnaire surveys of school bullying reliably find that the frequency of incidents falls with age. However, it is not clear how much of this decline is due to a real change in behavior, and how much to children's changing definitions of what bullying is. This paper presents the results of 2 retrospective studies in an attempt to assess at what ages bullying is really most likely to occur. A total of 405 male and female adults aged 18-55 years completed questionnaires about their memories of being bullied at school. Bullying was most frequently remembered from around 11-13 years of age, with incidents from earlier and later childhood being reported comparatively rarely. There were no differences between the reports of younger (aged 18-21 yrs) and older (aged 22-55 yrs) participants or between those of males and females. Bullying memories were also compared with memories for other aspects of childhood to assess the accuracy of these memories. It is concluded that the most memorable (and therefore perhaps the most severe) bullying is that which occurs in middle childhood. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2002 APA, all rights reserved)
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Abstract

Bullying and harassment by school peers have received increasing attention as their relation to personal problems and more extreme forms of violence has become better recognized. There has become a need to place these traits and actions into the context of the situation in which they occur, in order to expand the research and allow for the development of more sophisticated and comprehensive educational, prevention and intervention programmes. A total 251 professionals (teachers and counsellors; aged 20-67 yrs) participated in the study on the ability of professionals to differentiate between bullying and other forms of conflict. Ss were asked to judge the severity of 21 scenarios depicting different combinations of situational characteristics and whether they constituted bullying situations or not. Results indicated that physical threat or abuse was seen as more severe than verbal or social/emotional abuse, and professionals more often rated physical conflicts as bullying even when they did not fit the definition. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2002 APA, all rights reserved)
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Psychology: the Journal of the Hellenic Psychological Society. Vol 8(1) Mar 2001, 12-29. 
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Abstract

A sample of 664 Greek pupils (aged 8-11 yrs) provided self-report data on their involvement in, and attitudes towards, three types of bullying behaviour (hitting and kicking, calling others nasty names and deliberately leaving others out of social activities). A substantial proportion of the sample, and significantly more boys than girls, indicated that they had perpetrated and received such actions. A principal components analysis of the 30 attitudinal items yielded two main factors that accounted for 31.4% of the variance. They were labeled "bullying is wrong and harmful" and "bullying has positive effects." Overall, pupils expressed anti-bullying attitudes, but this was especially true for girls and younger pupils. In terms of the linkages between attitudes and behaviour, higher levels of all three forms of reported bullying, but only one form of victimisation (being hit and kicked) significantly predicted positive, accepting attitudes towards bullying. The implications of these results for educational policy in Greek schools, and for antibullying interventions, are discussed. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2002 APA, all rights reserved)
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Abstract

In this article a non-probability sample of 60 lesbians, gay men and bisexual men and women (16-41 yrs old), who had all been bullied at school for a period of 5 years or more, were asked to complete a self-report style questionnaire at two time points (12-14 months apart) to assess the stability of their recollections of bullying. Three particular types of recollection were explored: (1) age factors and calendar reference points, (2) incident or event recall, and (3) recall for peripheral factors (e.g. ramifications and consequences). The results suggested that participants were able to recall key events in their lives and place them within a general chronology which was not found to vary greatly across the 12-14-month period. They were also able to recall specific types of bullying occurring in specific locations with relative constancy. However, recollections of subsequent outcomes (e.g. telling a teacher) were recalled less well. It is argued that this study lends some support to the idea that retrospective studies have a role to play in applied research and that memory stability may be a useful indicator of reliability where prospective studies are difficult to conduct. However, they should not be seen as an alternative to longitudinal research. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2002 APA, all rights reserved)
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Abstract

Describes bullying behavior as one of the most pervasive problems in middle schools. Believing that students have the right to learn in a safe environment without fear, one middle school counseling staff created "Bullybusters" in an attempt to launch a school-wide, anti-bullying program. Developed by the school's counseling and drama departments, "Bullybusters" is a psychoeducational drama that depicts the negative consequences of the various forms of bullying, while informing students as to how they might overcome bullying's adverse effects. Subsequent classroom discussion sessions have proven successful in getting students to personalize what they have witnessed in the drama and to collectively come up with more effective ways of handling bullying behaviors. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2002 APA, all rights reserved)
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Juvonen, Jaana (Ed); Graham, Sandra (Ed). (2001). Peer harassment in school: The plight of the vulnerable and victimized. (pp. 332-351). xix, 440pp.

Abstract

(from the introduction) Examines the ways in which children and young adolescents cope with the consequences of victimization. The authors provide persuasive evidence that most children develop more effective coping strategies as they get older. For example, crying (a form of submissiveness), which appears to be particularly maladaptive, tends to decline with age. But some youth do not find effective ways to deal with the stress of peer harassment, and for them victimization tends to persist with increasing age and its negative consequences are exacerbated. For example, the absence of good-quality friends who can buffer the effects of chronic harassment appears to be a more serious impediment for older rather than younger victims. The authors also relate their analysis to treatment programs for chronic victims. Effective programs should incorporate both assertiveness training and social skills training that helps victimized youngsters acquire and maintain better quality friendships. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2002 APA, all rights reserved)
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Abstract

(from the preface) The chapters in this book are designed to address the complex and multifaceted nature of peer harassment as a phenomenon distinct from aggression, and in so doing to highlight the plight of victims. The first part includes five chapters that focus on conceptual and methodological issues. Victimization is both a heterogeneous phenomenon and an experience that manifests itself differently at different stages of development. The second part of the book comprises five chapters that highlight the different subtypes and developmental differences in peer harassment. The four chapters included in the third part describe the correlates and consequences of peer victimization.

(from the cover) Many youngsters are targets of verbal and physical abuse or social ostracism at some point during their school careers, and a minority are repeatedly victimized by their peers. Which students become the targets of aggressive behavior, and why? What are the psychological and health consequences of victimization? Highlighting the practical implications of current research, the volume discusses a number of school-based prevention and intervention approaches. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2002 APA, all rights reserved)
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Abstract

Examined mechanisms by which family processes contribute to 10-13 yr old boys' bullying by assessing a sample of 54 mother-son dyads. Boys' bullying was measured by peer nominations, teacher reports, and mother reports. Family processes were categorized as modeling variables, conditioning variables, and setting the stage variables. Modeling variables included marital satisfaction, use of inappropriate discipline, and social support from spouse, relatives, and friends. Conditioning variables included maternal temperament traits of angry and distressed, maternal depression, and parent-child involvement. Setting the stage variables included the number of the son's friends personally known by mother, whether or not the mother likes her son to have friends over to visit and the mother's monitoring. Results suggest that modeling variables make the strongest contribution to boys' bullying. Several conditioning variables were independently related to bullying. Results are discussed in terms of direct and indirect parental influences on children's peer competence. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2002 APA, all rights reserved)
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Abstract

Investigated the psychological stress of victims and bullies in junior high school in order to consider how to prevent bullying and improve the mental health of both groups of youngsters. Ss were 6,892 junior high school students (grades 7th-9th) in Miyazaki, Japan. Ss were anonymously administered questionnaires assessing the frequency of involvement in bully-victim problems at school, a stress response scale, and a school stressor scale. The results show that: (1) the Ss could be categorized as "relational victims," "relational and overt victims," "relational bullies," "relational and overt bullies," and "other"; (2) "relational and overt victims" reported the highest stress symptoms; "relational victims" showed especially depressive-anxious moods, and both types of victims experienced stressful events most frequently in relation to their academic achievement and felt that these events were aversive; and (3) many "relational and overt bullies" complained that they had extremely irritable-angry and helpless moods, and they were dissatisfied with their relations with their teachers. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2002 APA, all rights reserved)
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Bullying at school--an indicator of adolescents at risk for mental disorders. 

Source

Journal of Adolescence. Vol 23(6) Dec 2000, 661-674. 

Academic Press, United Kingdom

Abstract

A number of 14-16 year old Finnish adolescents taking part in the School Health Promotion Study (n = 8,787 in 1995; n = 17,643 in 1997) were surveyed about bullying and victimization in relation to psychosomatic symptoms, depression, anxiety, eating disorders and substance use. A total of 9% of girls and 17% of boys were involved in bullying on a weekly basis. Anxiety, depression, and psychosomatic symptoms were most frequent among bully-victims and equally common among bullies and victims. Frequent excessive drinking and use of any other substance were most common among bullies and thereafter among bully-victims. Among girls, eating disorders were associated with involvement in bullying in any role, among boys with being bully-victims. Bullying should be seen as an indicator of risk of various mental disorders in adolescence. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2002 APA, all rights reserved)
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Children involved in bullying at elementary school age: Their psychiatric symptoms and deviance in adolescence: An epidemiological sample. 

Source

Child Abuse & Neglect. Vol 24(12) Dec 2000, 1567-1577. 

Elsevier Science Inc, US

Abstract

Examined psychiatric symptoms and deviance at the age of 15 yrs among children involved in bullying at the age of 8 yrs or at the age of 12 yrs. Furthermore, the relationships between involvement in bullying at the age of 8 yrs, concurrent psychiatric deviance, and later psychiatric deviance were studied. Questionnaires filled in by the parents, teachers and children themselves were used to reveal psychiatric symptoms and deviance. Children involved in bullying, in particular those who were bully-victims at early elementary school age and those who were victims in their early teens, had more psychiatric symptoms at the age of 15 yrs. The probability of being deviant at the age of 15 yrs was higher among children involved in bullying at the age of 8 or 12 yrs than among non-involved children. When concurrent psychiatric deviance was taken into account, involvement in bullying increased the probability of teacher-defined deviance at the age of 15 yrs. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2002 APA, all rights reserved)
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Roberts, Walter B. Jr; Morotti, Allan A.

Title

The bully as victim: Understanding bully behaviors to increase the effectiveness of interventions in the bully-victim dyad. 

Source

Professional School Counseling. Vol 4(2) Dec 2000, 148-155. 

American School Counselor, US

Abstract

Notes that school counselors and other helping professionals, in their efforts to reduce the incidence of victimization by bullying, should be aware of specific factors impacting upon the individual identified as the bully. The authors highlight the following factors: definitions of bullying, teasing as normal developmental behavior, markers identifying bullying behaviors, cognitive and affective considerations of bully behaviors, the home environment, and learned aggression and its residual impact. Also advocated are specific intervention approaches in dealing with the child or adolescent engaged in bullying behaviors. In conclusion, the authors highlight implications for professional school counselors. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2002 APA, all rights reserved)
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When victims turn aggressors: Factors in the development of deadly school violence. 

Source

Professional School Counseling. Vol 4(2) Dec 2000, 105-112. 

American School Counselor, US

Abstract

Notes that school counselors should be as attentive as possible to the developmental nature of peer-on-peer abuse problems and their potential escalations to actions that carry serious long-term consequences. This article aims to provide a knowledge base needed for counselors in order to give appropriate attention to these issues. A brief review of bullying and harassment problems and the role they play in the escalation of violence against self and others is provided. The authors also present a profile of common characteristics that relates to both bullying and harassment at the lower end of the violence continuum and school assaults, murders, and suicides at the higher end. This article concludes by highlighting everyday opportunities for the school counselor to attempt to halt the downward spiral from victim to aggressor. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2002 APA, all rights reserved)
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Journal of Child Psychology & Psychiatry & Allied Disciplines. Vol 41(8) Nov 2000, 989-1002. 

Blackwell Publishers, United Kingdom

Abstract

The prevalence of direct and relational bullying and their differential relationship to behavior problems in young primary school children was investigated. Individual interviews were conducted with 1,982 children (aged 6-9 yrs) and 1,639 parents completed the Strength and Difficulties Questionnaire regarding behavior problems of their children. Of the 1,639 children with both data sets, 4.3% were direct bullies, 39.8% victims, and 10.2% both bullied and were victimised frequently (bully/victims). The rates for relational bullying were 1.1% bullies, 37.9% victims, and 5.9% bully/victims. Findings were similar for relational bullying involvement and behaviour problems for bully/victims and victims but less pronounced. Relational bullies had the lowest behaviour problem scores while being rated the least prosocially inclined children, consistent with the concept of a cool manipulator. Overall, direct bully/victims and children who were involved in both direct and relational bullying behaviour had the highest rates of behaviour problems. No relationship between victimisation and increased emotional problems were found. Those involved in bullying behaviour who show externalising and hyperactivity problems in primary school may be at increased risk for persistent conduct problems. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2002 APA, all rights reserved)
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Bullying a review: Presentations to an adolescent psychiatric service and within a school for emotionally and behaviourally disturbed children. 
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Clinical Child Psychology & Psychiatry. Vol 5(4) Oct 2000, 563-579. 

Sage Publications, England

Abstract

Reviews the literature on bullying with particular reference to associated psychiatric symptoms and presents data and case examples from an inpatient and outpatient adolescent service and a school for emotionally and behaviorally disturbed children (EBD school). Bullying or its effects do not seem to be a distinguishing factor among those admitted to an adolescent unit. There were 43 inpatients and 52 outpatients (mean age 15.1 yrs): 15 Ss (bullied; mean age 16.3 yrs), 3 Ss (bullies; mean age 14.9 yrs), and 25 Ss (psychiatric controls; mean age 16 yrs). In the outpatient group, however, being bullied is frequently a factor in the presentation of adolescents to psychiatric services, with depression being the diagnosis in over 70% of cases. In contrast, bullies and bully/victims were most likely to present with conduct disorders, which were frequently comorbid with attention deficit hyperactivity disorder (ADHD). The authors conclude that regardless of whether bully, victim, bully/victim or neither, the most common psychiatric diagnosis of the EBD school pupils who were interviewed was that of conduct disorder. This was sometimes comorbid with ADHD but also seen alongside generalized anxiety disorder and major depressive disorder. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2002 APA, all rights reserved)
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Dating experiences of bullies in early adolescence. 
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Child Maltreatment. Vol 5(4) Nov 2000, 299-310. 

Sage Publications, US

Abstract

Examined the dating experiences of 196 young adolescents who reported that they bullied their peers. The Ss were identified out of a sample of 1,758 students in Grades 5-8. After selecting from the total sample a group of nonbullying youth who were matched on gender, school, and grade, the study compared the groups on measures of dating experiences, quality of friend and boyfriend or girlfriend relationships, and acts of physical and social aggression. The results indicated that bullies started dating earlier and engaged in more advanced dyadic dating than comparison adolescents. Bullies were highly relationship oriented, yet their views of their friends and boyfriends or girlfriends were less positive and less equitable than the comparison adolescents. Finally, bullies were more likely to report physical and social aggression with their boyfriends or girlfriends. Although the bullies reported more advanced pubertal development, this factor did not fully account for their dating precocity and negative romantic relationships. The results confirmed the hypotheses that adolescents whose peer relationships are characterized by bullying are at risk in their development of healthy romantic relationships. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2002 APA, all rights reserved)
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Smith, Peter K; Shu, Shu.
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What good schools can do about bullying: Findings from a survey in English schools after a decade of research and action. 
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Childhood. Vol 7(2) May 2000, 193-212. 

Sage Publications, England

Abstract

Action against bullying in schools has been quite extensive over the last decade. This article reports a survey of 2,308 pupils aged 10-14 yrs, from 19 schools across England. Frequencies of being bullied and of bullying others suggest some decline from earlier findings, which may reflect positive results achieved by schools concerned about the issue. Victims report a variety of coping strategies, varying with age. Bullies report often feeling that the victim deserved it, a response especially marked in older boys. A 'culture of silence' still persists in that 30% of victims had told no one of the bullying. However, for those who had told, the outcome was usually seen as positive, although there was a small risk of things getting worse especially when teachers were told. Findings are discussed in terms of the opportunities and challenges facing schools as they work to develop effective anti-bullying policies and strategies. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2002 APA, all rights reserved)
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Bullied to death: Perceptions of peer abuse and suicidal behaviour during adolescence. 
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School Psychology International. Vol 21(2) May 2000, 213-223. 

Sage Publications, England

Abstract

Sought to explore the potential connections between being an adolescent victim of peer abuse and suicidal feelings and behaviors by examining the perceptions of adolescent victims and bystanders. The School Bullying Survey was used to collect general demographic information and specific items related to being (1) a bully; (2) a victim; and/or (3) an observer of peer abuse in the past 2 yrs. Ss (201 middle and high school students) also completed the Suicide Probability Scale and were presented with a fictional scenario to represent an actual case of direct bullying. It was hypothesized that chronic peer abuse is an additional risk for adolescent suicidal behavior. The results of the study upheld this contention and added a surprising component in that bystander perceptions supported victims' views. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2002 APA, all rights reserved)

------------

Accession Number

Journal Article: 2000-15448-006.

Author

Mahady Wilton, Melissa M; Craig, Wendy M; Pepler, Debra J.

Title

Emotional regulation and display in classroom victims of bullying: Characteristic expressions of affect, coping styles and relevant contextual factors. 
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Social Development. Vol 9(2) 2000, 226-245. 

Blackwell Publishers, England

Abstract

Research suggests that victims of bullying may lack skills in emotional regulation, a process which facilitates coping with provocative situations to lessen the stress of negative emotions (see record 1995-36908-001). The present study examined the emotional regulation and display patterns of victims during classroom bullying episodes. Children in grades 1 through 6 were observed during free play in the winter and spring of 3 consecutive school years. Results of the study indicated that the coping styles observed in victims of bullying can be grouped into 2 distinct clusters: (1) problem-solving strategies that are associated with the deescalation and resolution of bullying episodes; and (2) aggressive strategies that tend to perpetuate and escalate the bullying interaction. Parallels were found between victims' and bullies' emotional displays. Results are discussed in the context of how maladaptive emotional regulation processes may act as risk factors for chronic victimization. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2002 APA, all rights reserved)
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A research on middle school students' bullying. [Chinese].
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Psychological Science (China). Vol 23(1) 2000, 73-76. 

Editorial Board of Psychological Science, China

Abstract

Studied bullying behavior in middle school students in Hunan province, China. 339 middle school students and their parents and teachers were investigated with a self-compiled questionnaire, the Bullying Behavior in Middle Schools that consisted of 3 scales for teachers, parents, and students respectively. Ss' types of bullying behavior, percentages of bullying and being bullied, and time and place of bullying incidents were analyzed and compared by sex and age. Results reported that 27% Ss bullied others, 14% Ss were bullied by others; bullying behavior increased with age while the incidents of being bullied decreased with age. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2002 APA, all rights reserved)
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Academic Press, United Kingdom

Abstract

It has been suggested that the mental health of schoolchildren can be undermined by repeated bullying at school and further exacerbated by having inadequate social support. To evaluate this claim, the General Health Questionnaire was administered anonymously to 845 schoolchildren (aged 12-16 yrs; 450 boys and 395 girls) attending coeducational secondary schools in South Australia, together with measures of the extent to which each reported being bullied at school and the social support available to them. Multiple regression analyses indicated that for both sexes frequent peer victimization and low social support contributed significantly and independently to relatively poor mental health. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2002 APA, all rights reserved)
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The effects of an anti-bullying intervention programme on peers' attitudes and behaviour. 
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Journal of Adolescence. Vol 23(1) Feb 2000, 21-34. 

Academic Press, United Kingdom

Abstract

Evaluated the effect of an anti-bullying curriculum-based intervention programme on peers' attitudes toward bullying and their attempts to solve bully/victim conflicts. The sample consisted of 728 primary school students (aged 10-12 yrs) and 1,465 secondary school students (aged 13-16 yrs). An experimental pre-test/post-test design with a control group was used. For secondary school students, positive outcomes were observed at post-test 1 on attitudes and on actual rates of intervention. However, the effects had disappeared at post-test 2. For primary school students, significant differences were found at post-test 2, showing a smaller decline in seeking teachers' help and in heightening students' support for victims. Students' competence to solve bully/victim problems in relation to their general pro-social development is discussed. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2002 APA, all rights reserved)
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Moser, Rosemarie Scolaro (Ed); Frantz, Corinne E. (Ed). (2000). Shocking violence: Youth perpetrators and victims--A multidisciplinary perspective. (pp. 72-101). xxii, 207pp.

Abstract

(from the chapter) Summarizes the literature on bullying and harassment in schools, highlighting and interpreting those aspects of the literature that have a direct bearing on prevention and intervention strategies. This chapter is organized into 4 sections: (1) the nature and extent of bullying and harassment; (2) individual, interpersonal, and familial characteristics of bullies and victims; (3) the influence of peers and adults; and (4) preventive and intervention strategies. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2002 APA, all rights reserved)
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The use and effects of anti-bullying and anti-harrassment policies in Australian schools. 
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School Psychology International. Vol 21(1) Feb 2000, 96-105. 

Sage Publications, England

Abstract

Although it is widely recognized that bullying in schools has long term negative consequences, many schools respond to incidents as they arise rather than taking a systematic approach. When this is the case, physical bullying may be addressed but indirect bullying may flourish. This article examines best practice examples of student welfare policies in primary and secondary schools which address bullying and harassment through strategies to promote a positive school ethos. This article stresses the importance of teacher modelling of respectful relationships and promotion of effective conflict resolution procedures throughout the school community. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2002 APA, all rights reserved)
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The role of peer support in helping the victims of bullying in a school with high levels of aggression. 
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School Psychology International. Vol 21(1) Feb 2000, 79-95. 

Sage Publications, England

Abstract

This study examines the impact of a peer support service as an intervention to counteract bullying in a boys school with a serious problem. The impact of the intervention was assessed by a survey and by qualitative interviews with staff, peer supporters, users and potential users of the service. The survey indicated that the intervention had no overall effect on levels of bullying in the school as a whole or on the likelihood that peers would intervene to help. However, the interviews indicated that peer helpers and some victims were helped by the initiative, and some potential users of the service perceived it in a positive light. Some explanations of the findings and implications for implementation of such interventions are discussed. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2002 APA, all rights reserved)
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Correlates of bullying and victimization among intermediate students in the Midwestern USA. 
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School Psychology International. Vol 21(1) Feb 2000, 65-78. 

Sage Publications, England

Abstract

Examined the relationship between bullying and risk behaviors among 591 students (aged 9-13 yrs) in grades 4-6 in a mid-sized Midwestern (USA) town. More than one-third of respondents reportedly experienced bullying and about one-fifth reported bullying others. Victims tended to worry, dislike themselves and desire to stay home from school (for the sake of physical safety). Bullies were more likely than other students to spend time at home without adult supervision, drink alcohol, smoke or chew tobacco, cheat on tests and bring weapons to school. In addition, bullies' peers pressured them to emit high-risk behaviors such as smoking and drinking. Results were discussed in terms of previous research on bullies and in light of the possible relationship between bullying, antisocial and high-risk behavior. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2002 APA, all rights reserved)
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Bullying as a special case of aggression: Procedures for cross-cultural assessment. 
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School Psychology International. Vol 21(1) Feb 2000, 47-64. 

Sage Publications, England

Abstract

In this study bully/victim problems among 5 classes of children (aged 11-12 yrs) attending 5 elementary schools in Hellas (Greece) were investigated by using Arora and Thompson's 'Life in School' questionnaire. In addition, 5 teachers in those schools were interviewed in order to understand their views on school bullying and aggression in Hellas. The majority of the items in the 'Life in School' questionnaire seemed to cross cultural barriers for assessing the incidents of bullying from an international perspective. Also, a Hellenic version of 'Life in School' was created. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2002 APA, all rights reserved)
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School Psychology International. Vol 21(1) Feb 2000, 37-46. 

Sage Publications, England

Abstract

Long-term bullying is an area which has not been specifically investigated. Yet, its consequences and susceptibility to change may be very different from short-term bullying episodes. This article sets out to look at some of the issues involved and draws on the findings of two studies, both of which have relevance to the phenomenon of long-term bullying. The first findings are those of a follow-up study which looked at the progress of anti-bullying policies in secondary schools. The second findings are from a pilot study which investigated students' feelings about long-term bullying. The outcomes of these studies suggest that a small percentage of students may be bullied for a long period of time and that this more persistent bullying may need focused, long-term solutions to resolve it. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2002 APA, all rights reserved)
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Observations of bullying in the playground and in the classroom. 
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School Psychology International. Vol 21(1) Feb 2000, 22-36. 

Sage Publications, England

Abstract

Employed naturalistic observations to compare 185 school children's bullying and victimization in the playground and in the classroom. The results indicated that there were more opportunities to observe aggression and receive and initiate aggression in the playground than in the classroom. The frequency of bullying was higher in the playground (4.5 episodes per hour) than in the classroom (2.4 episodes per hour). The nature of bullying reflected the constraints of the context (i.e., direct bullying was more prevalent in the playground and indirect bullying was more prevalent in the classroom). Being at the receiving end of aggression was more likely to occur in the playground as compared to the classroom. Nonaggressive children were more likely to bully in the playground, whereas aggressive children were more likely to bully in the classroom. There was no difference across context in the proportion of episodes of reinforcement with peers present or in the rate of peer and teacher intervention. The results highlight the necessity of a systemic intervention program that addresses not only the individual characteristics of bullies and victims, but also the roles of the peer group, teachers and the school. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2002 APA, all rights reserved)
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School Psychology International. Vol 21(1) Feb 2000, 5-21. 

Sage Publications, England

Abstract

Examined the effects of both contextual and individual factors on attitudes toward bullying among 116 prospective teachers (mean age 25.9 yrs). Contextual factors included type of aggression and the condition of having witnessed bullying. Individual factors included sex, age, empathy, sex role orientation and belief in a just world. A MANCOVA revealed no sex differences, but there was a significant main effect of the contextual factors on (a) the extent to which acts were labelled as bullying, (b) the perceived seriousness of bullying and (c) the likelihood of intervention. Physical types of aggression were labelled more often as bullying, were viewed more seriously and were more likely to warrant intervention than verbal aggression. Multiple regression analysis revealed that type of aggression, witnessing the interaction, empathy, masculinity and femininity predicted intolerant attitudes toward bullying. The results are discussed with reference to intervening in the problem of bullying. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2002 APA, all rights reserved)
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Clinical Child Psychology & Psychiatry. Vol 5(1) Jan 2000, 77-83. 

Sage Publications, England

Abstract

This article describes an 14-yr-old adolescent girl who, having experienced repeated emotional bullying at school, developed a psychological disorder, posttraumatic stress disorder (PTSD). The case is discussed in relation to current views on traumatic events and subsequent disorders. It is suggested that the diagnostic criteria for PTSD may need to be modified to include cases where the precipitating event is less than catastrophic. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2002 APA, all rights reserved)

-------------

Accession Number

Journal Article: 2000-13508-011.

Author

Roland, Erling.

Title

Bullying in school: Three national innovations in Norwegian schools in 15 years. 

Source

Aggressive Behavior. Vol 26(1) 2000, 135-143. 

Wiley-Liss, US

Abstract

In Norwegian primary and secondary schools, approximately 5% of the pupils are bullied persistently, and about the same percentage of the pupils bully regularly. Three national programs to counteract bullying in schools are described and discussed. The first one was conducted in 1983, and the second one in 1996. A third, very comprehensive 3-year program was decided and would be started about 2000. The content of these national programs has changed gradually, from being rather bullying and intervention focused to being more preventive and comprehensive. Improvement of the school as an organization and improved, general classroom management are 2 central aspects in the recent approach, which is supposed to have multiple effects. Also, the support system for the schools to implement and maintain a national program was developed, and included researchers, personnel from Educational Psychological School Services (EPSS) and headteachers in the forthcoming program. Research, which promoted these changes in content and support system, is discussed. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2002 APA, all rights reserved)
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Aggressive Behavior. Vol 26(1) 2000, 125-134. 

Wiley-Liss, US

Abstract

In the Netherlands, bullying had long been recognized as a problem at the individual level, and many small-scale initiatives had been taken, but the subject was not part of the Dutch social agenda. Results of some scientific research in 1992 were more or less ignored. Some years later one of the Dutch Parents Associations took the initiative in discussing bullying at the national level. Using the previous research, the 4 Dutch Parents Associations then started working together, developing a National Protocol Against Bullying in Education and presenting this to the media, and to all primary and secondary schools, in 1995. In 1997, the Associations presented a Bullying Test, a computer program that gives pupils in the classroom the opportunity to answer questions about many aspects of bullying; afterward the teacher can easily get an overview and base policy and action on the findings. Nowadays, no school in the Netherlands is unaware of bullying as a real problem. The subject is discussed regularly in schools and in the media. The Associations are planning new incentives to help all parties involved reduce bullying and prevent it as far as is possible. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2002 APA, all rights reserved)
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Abstract

This article describes the current problem of bullying in schools in Andalucia and goes on to examine some possible responses being developed at the University of Seville to meet the challenge of school-based aggression. The project goes under the collective rubric of "SAVE"--The Seville Anti-Bullying in School Project. The SAVE project combines an investigative research initiative with a preventive action program aimed at reducing the problems of violence in primary and secondary schools. This takes a whole-school approach (similar to that used in the Sheffield Anti-Bullying Project in the U.K.) and involves coordinated action against bullying across 13 schools situated in socially deprived areas in Seville. The problem is approached through the school curriculum and places particular emphasis on children who are considered to have special needs in this area. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2002 APA, all rights reserved)
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Aggressive Behavior. Vol 26(1) 2000, 99-111. 

Wiley-Liss, US

Abstract

Addresses the need on a national scale for formal preservice and inservice training programmes for teachers on bullying and victimization. It also discusses the areas of teacher training that are believed to be most critical in effecting a change in the level of bullying and victimization in schools. The need for training of teachers was crystallized in Ireland recently by the tragic death of a young student who had been bullied for 5 years at school. Particular attention is paid in this paper to the need for teachers to understand the importance of self-esteem in bullying behavior. Results are presented that indicate that children and adolescents who bully share with victims lower levels of self-esteem than peers who have never bullied or been bullied. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2002 APA, all rights reserved)
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Abstract

The effect of peer support systems on users, peer supporters, the whole school, and teachers is discussed in light of an interview study of 11-14 yr olds on the experience of being a peer supporter and further analysis of the data collected in a survey on peer support from a range of perspectives. Overall, it is concluded that peer support has benefits for victims of bullying and for the school climate; the peer supporters also benefit from the experience. However, there remain some concerns, notably around gender issues, with boys being significantly underrepresented as peer supporters, and with a substantial number of male victims failing to report the bullying to anyone. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2002 APA, all rights reserved)

------------

Accession Number

Journal Article: 2000-13508-005.

Author

Olafsen, Runar Normark; Viemeroe, Vappu.

Title

Bully/victim problems and coping with stress in school among 10- to 12- year-old pupils in Aland, Finland. 
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Abstract

Aimed to investigate connections between roles in bullying and coping with stress in school. The differences between pupils who were victims of different types of bullying were also analyzed. The participants were 510 pupils (10-12 yrs). Slightly modified versions of the Bully/Victim Questionnaire and the Life Events and Coping Inventory were used. The results suggest that the coping strategies of "aggression" and "self-destruction" were associated with bullying. For boys, victims of bullying did not differ as much as bullies, and especially bully/victims, from uninvolved pupils. For girls, there was a tendency for victims of indirect bullying to use more "self-destruction" strategies compared with victims of direct bullying. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2002 APA, all rights reserved)
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Abstract

Aims to replicate some of the already existing findings regarding the assessment of bully/victim problems in a sample of Greek primary school pupils (aged 8-12 yrs) using the Bullying Behaviour Scale and the Peer Victimization Scale (see record 1996-07076-002) and to extend the investigation of the association between bully/victim problems and personality by examining the self-esteem, Machiavellianism, and locus of control of children who are classified as bullies, victims, or both bullies and victims. Associations with the Self-Perception Profile for Children (S. Harter) were also examined for the same purpose. The results suggest that what sets bully/victims apart from bullies or victims is their low social acceptance and their high level of Machiavellianism and negative self-esteem. Implications for interventions against bullying are briefly discussed. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2002 APA, all rights reserved)
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Aggressive Behavior. Vol 26(1) 2000, 33-48. 

Wiley-Liss, US

Abstract

It was hypothesized that bullies and victims use different strategies to interpret social incongruence. An Italian version of the D. Olweus (see record #199197362-016) and I. Whitney et al (see record 1993-31363-001) questionnaire on bullying was used to select 64 bullies, 40 victims, and 101 controls from a sample of students (aged 11-13 yrs). Six stories dealing with social interaction between 2 peers were chosen as the task of the study. These stories described an episode in which the protagonist carried out an act that violated his normal behavior toward the peer. Three stories ended in negative violating acts and 3 ended in positive ones. Ss were asked to imagine what had happened prior to the act and how the peer would react to such an act. Two main results were found: (1) 2 main strategies of answers differentiated bullies and victims: bullies-more frequently than victims-used a Protagonist-Mental strategy in which stories were mainly completed using antecedents consisting of mental states of the protagonist, while victims-more frequently than bullies-used an Environment-Action strategy, in which stories were mainly completed using, as antecedents, other people's actions toward the protagonist; and (2) bullies were more similar to the control group than the victims. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2002 APA, all rights reserved)
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Abstract

Bullying is described as aggressive behavior normally characterized by repetition and imbalance of power. It may be considered as a normative in many group settings, but socially unacceptable within the ethos of a democratic society. The history of research and intervention on bullying in schools during the past two decades is summarized. School bullying emerges as an international issue, and there is increasing knowledge of its nature and effects. There is also growing experience of the effectiveness of a range of school-based intervention strategies. These issues are discussed in depth in this article. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2002 APA, all rights reserved)
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Educational Psychology. Vol 20(2) Jun 2000, 177-190. 
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Abstract

Examined the relationships between peer, teacher and self-assessments of 2,002 adolescents direct and indirect aggressive behavior taking place at school. Measures on direct aggression included bullying, fighting and arguing, and measures on indirect aggression focused on backbiting and intriguing. The results revealed that, as a rule, the correlation between the peers and the teachers was higher than the agreement between the teachers and the self, which, in turn, was higher than that between the peers and the self. Consistency was also found to be higher with direct than with indirect aggression. Regarding age differences, the teacher-peer agreement was higher for the early and middle adolescents than for the late adolescents, while the teacher-self and the peer-self consistencies showed curvilinear relationships. Examining gender-related variance revealed that the peer-teacher correlation on direct aggression was higher for boys than for girls. No gender differences were found in assessments of indirect aggression. The results suggest, firstly, that teacher assessments, which, in turn, are in line with each other, and, secondly, that there is a higher concordance in assessing direct than indirect aggression. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2002 APA, all rights reserved)
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Journal of Educational Psychology. Vol 92(2) Jun 2000, 360-366. 
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Abstract

Methods of identifying aggressive/bullying and victimized youngsters in a middle school sample were compared. First, the authors compared teachers' and research associates' ratings of students' aggression and found that the 2 measures were significantly correlated. Second, direct observations of youngsters' aggression and victimization were compared with indirect, diary measures kept by youngsters of the same behaviors. The measures were not interrelated, but the diary measures were related to the peer and self-report measures, whereas the direct observations were related to peer and teacher measures. Third, the authors compared the ability of different peer and self-report measures to identify youngsters at different levels of aggression and victimization severity. All measures were associated, even at low levels of severity. Results are discussed in terms of different instruments that provide information on public and private behavior. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2002 APA, all rights reserved) (journal abstract)
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Abstract

Analyzed the personal characteristics and parental styles of bullies and delinquents, and established factors related to the bully/delinquent group and to only bullies or only delinquents. A self-report questionnaire on bullying and delinquency was completed by 113 girls and 125 boys aged 11-14 yrs in a middle school in Rome. Bullying and delinquency were more common among boys than among girls. Bullying did not vary significantly with age, but delinquency increased with age. Bullying and delinquency were especially related for boys and for older students. Only bullies were younger, while only delinquents were older, suggesting that bullying might be an early stage on a developmental sequence leading to delinquency. Only bullies and only delinquents had different parenting correlates; only bullies had authoritarian parents and disagreed with their parents, whereas only delinquents had conflictual and low supportive parents. This suggested that bullying and delinquency are not merely different behavioral manifestations of the same underlying construct. Parent training interventions might prevent both bullying and delinquency. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2002 APA, all rights reserved)
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Abstract

Tested familial and adult influences, peer relations, and distal contextual factors as correlates of a continuous measure of bullying behavior in a sample of 558 middle school students. Sex, grade, race, free/reduced price lunch, Chapter 1 status, and zip code were included as demographic characteristics, and students were also categorized into mutually exclusive family types. Items selected from the University of Texas-Houston Health Science Center Student Questionnaire (L. L. Dahlberg et al, 1998) and various other scales were used to assess bullying behaviors and familial and adult influences, including adult messages about violence, family physical discipline, and adult contact and time with family. Negative peer influences, neighborhood safety, access to guns, and feeling unsafe at school were also assessed. Parental physical discipline, time spent without adult supervision, negative peer influences, and neighborhood safety concerns were all positively associated with bullying behavior. The authors conclude that counselors should focus prevention and intervention efforts on the risk factors within the larger social context of an adolescent's life. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2002 APA, all rights reserved)
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Abstract

Examined parent and student attitudes towards bullying and compared attitudes with bullying behavior. 326 children (aged 6-11 yrs) and 747 parents completed the Parental Attitudes to Bullying Scale and the Children's Attitudes to Bullying Scale. Results show that most Ss held largely sympathetic attitudes towards victims, were supportive of intervention, but were less understanding towards bullies. There was little association between parental and children's attitudes, nor did parent attitudes predict children's behavior. An association was noted between children's attitudes and their behavior. Mothers were more sympathetic than fathers, but there were no sex differences among children. Children with more siblings were more likely to bully others. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2002 APA, all rights reserved)
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International Journal of Adolescence & Youth. Vol 8(2-3) 2000, 129-137. 

AB Academic Publishers, United Kingdom

Abstract

Explored age-cohort development terms for antisocial/bullying behavior in 40 8 yr old and 50 14 yr old girls and boys from rural north Thailand. Indigenous terms for antisocial/bullying behavior were tested with these age groups to elicit their perceptions using a series of 25 picture-drawing and description captions which depict antisocial/bullying scenarios. Using the two most equivalent Thai terms, the younger cohort was: (a) more accurate in judgements of antisocial and verbal bullying behavior; but (b) less accurate in differentiation of verbal bullying behavior from social exclusion. These results are considered in the context of the overall results of the 14-sample cross-national Training and Mobility of Researchers network project. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2002 APA, all rights reserved)
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Abstract

Although many educational psychologists have been involved in working with schools to establish antibullying policies and practice, their efforts have been met with varying levels of success. This paper begins with the identification of the generic problem of bullying and the organizational problems inherent in dealing with it. The roles that educational psychologists have taken in attempting to address the issue of bullying are illustrated by reference to practice. The formal functioning of the school as an organization is explored and links made between bullying as a behavioral difficulty presented by pupils and models of organizational structures which either empower or intimidate staff. The limitations of these models leads to a focus on organizational culture and ways in which culture can either support or resist the process of change. The organizational factors that would need to be taken into account in implementing antibullying policies are summarized and the author provides a framework for evaluating a school's readiness to develop such an initiative. The paper concludes with a reevaluation of the educational psychologist's role, the knowledge and skills that are needed to impact on school effectiveness and whether the culture of the profession itself is open to change. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2002 APA, all rights reserved)
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Abstract

Studied gender differences in the bully/victim problem in primary and junior middle school students in China. 322 primary and junior middle school students (124 males and 97 females from Jinan city and 56 males and 45 females from the rural areas) were assessed with the Chinese Revised Olweus Bully/Victim Questionnaire (OBQ, W. Zhang). The Chinese revision in a self-report form with a primary school version and a junior middle school version included 4 subscales on bullying (direct or indirect, physical or verbal bullying), being bullied, friends, and attitudes toward bullying behavior. It rated the frequency and degree of bullying or being bullied with a 5-point scale. Gender differences in occurrences of bullying or being bullied and frequency, in attitudes toward bullying, and in bullying behavior were studied with Pearson chi-quare and ANOVA. Over 1/5 of primary school Ss and about 1/10 of junior middle school Ss reported themselves being bullied often or frequently. Female Ss showing negative attitudes toward bullying, intention of intervention, and sympathy to being bullied; gender differences in bullying behavior, i.e. male Ss using more physical and direct bullying and female Ss using more verbal and indirect bullying are discussed. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2002 APA, all rights reserved)
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Abstract

Multiple suicides among Japanese students due to bullying have resulted in the initiation of various mechanisms to prevent, manage and measure the prevalence of bullying ( ijime ). Ijime is now a problem of epidemic proportions in Japan. Due to the historical roots of collectivism, combined with the rapid industrialization of Japan, the manifestation of bullying is very different from that seen in Western cultures. The Japanese government, through Mombusho (Japanese Ministry of Education, Sport and Culture), and the Japan Center for Family and Child Research have attempted to respond to the ever increasing incidence of ijime among Japanese students. In an effort to both augment the level of response, as well as increase the scope of understanding, a fellowship was established to facilitate the ability of a foreign professor to research the issue of ijime . This manuscript informs the prevalence and types of ijime-related behaviours, and presents the findings of related interviews and focus groups conducted in Japan. Differences in behaviours at the elementary, junior high and high school educational levels are discussed. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2002 APA, all rights reserved)
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Blackwell Publishers, England

Abstract

Little research into children's theory of mind has focused on links with social deficits, with exception of research into the rare condition of autism. However, other studies have analysed theory of mind ability in less severe and less rare social deficits, such as children with conduct disorders or bullying at school. The purpose of this study is to investigate whether and how social experiences within the peer system are linked to understanding of mind, adopting a sociocultural view of theory of mind development. Peer-rejected children, 4-6 yrs old, lacking positive social experiences with their peers, are compared with popular and average children in theory of mind tasks performance. Results showed that peer-rejected children presented a similar performance to average children in all theory of mind tasks, with the exception of some figurative language tasks (White Lie), and the presence of socio-cognitive aggressive biases. It cannot be said from these results that peer-rejected children showed a deficit in the ability of mentalizing. However, a kind of theory of 'nasty minds' may be present in these rejected children. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2002 APA, all rights reserved)
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Abstract

Previous research on school bullying has largely neglected the issue of racism, and where it has been studied, the methods used have been unconvincing. The result is that little is known about bullying among ethnic minority children in British schools. This paper describes a questionnaire survey of 243 Hindu, Indian Muslim and Pakistani 12-15 yr olds attending temples and mosques in Lancashire, asking about their experiences of school bullying, who bullied them and in what way. Results show that bullying was widespread (57% of boys and 43% of girls had been bullied that school term), and that all 3 ethnic groups suffered equally. However, bullying was at least as likely to be by other Asian children of a different ethnic group as it was by White children, and it was likely to relate to some religious or cultural difference. Bullying between members of the same ethnic group was comparatively rare, although a number of Hindu children reported insults relating to the caste system. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2002 APA, all rights reserved)
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Abstract

This paper outlines an investigation of the incidence and impact of physical, verbal and property-violation bullying by 11-16 yr old students in 25 secondary schools. The investigation also considers the impact of antisocial behavior on pupils and the effectiveness of intervention to secure improved behavior patterns. Evidence shows that in any year 75% of pupils are bullied but that severe and repeated bullying is likely to be perpetrated and suffered by about 7% of pupils. Four behavior patterns can be identified: bullies, bullies who are also victims, victims and non-participants. The link between behavior and factors in developing self-esteem--including self, school, home, and community factors--is explored. Successful intervention requires a change of attitude on the part of both pupils and the community, a willingness to report events, and an understanding of respect for personal space. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2002 APA, all rights reserved)
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Abstract

Evaluated behavioural effectiveness of a school-based anti-bullying approach within Flemish schools. In addition, specific attention was given to the relationship between outcome findings and external support. A total of 18 schools, comprising 1,104 primary and secondary school children were recruited for this study. Students ranged in age from 10-16 yrs. Three groups were established: Treatment with Support, Treatment without Support, and the last group involved students from schools that did not implement the anti-bullying programme and served as a Control condition. Repeated measures analyses of variance were carried out. The findings regarding the effects of the school-based anti-bullying intervention programme on the extent of bullying and victimisation show a mixed pattern of positive changes in primary schools and zero outcomes in secondary schools. The findings regarding the effects of external support revealed limited outcomes. The outcomes of the evaluation study confirm that a school-based anti-bullying intervention strategy can be effective in reducing problems with bullying, especially within primary schools. In addition, the findings show no extra effects of specific training sessions. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2002 APA, all rights reserved)
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Abstract

117 college students were surveyed to assess victim reactions to physical and psychological bullying. Statistically significant correlations between physical bullying victimization rates and satisfaction with elementary, middle, and high school; and statistically significant correlations between psychological bullying victimization rates and satisfaction with middle and high school partially supported hypothesis one. A statistically significant correlation between rates of physical bullying and American College Test scores partially supported hypothesis two. Hypothesis three, which predicted that the victims of physical bullying would use cognitive coping strategies similar to victims of crime, was not supported. Other results included descriptions of coping behaviors used by students to avoid victimization, age differences in victimization, and sex differences in victimization. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2002 APA, all rights reserved)
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Abstract

(from the chapter) Aggression among peers is a common facet of development, and has been identified as one of the most substantial problems in modern society. Aggressive behavior seems to emerge in the preschool period and persists throughout the school years. Some studies have found that aggressive behavior appears to be stable over time and resistant to change. This chapter looks at the nature of aggression. Bullying is discussed as a subset of aggression, and the effects of aggression on victims are explored. A social-cognitive information processing explanation of aggression is presented along with a discussion of the social context of aggression. Possible triggers of an aggressive incident are examined. Finally, policies to prevent aggressive behavior in schools are considered. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2002 APA, all rights reserved)
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